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American Splendor The Life And Times Of Harvey
Pekar
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible
love
A comic-book rendering of the life of American G.I. Robert McNeill and the time he spent in
Vietnam.
The creator of the comic-book series American Splendor presents a collection of his finest
works, including his zany commentaries on the complexities of modern life, all illustrated by
some of the leading artists in the field. Adult.
Originally published in 2002, American Splendor: The Residential Architecture of Horace
Trumbauer is the first and only extensive study of this master creator of the American Great
House. This revised edition features three new chapters and over 50 new colour photographs.
Yiddish is everywhere. We hear words like nosh, schlep, and schmutz all the time, but how did
these words come to pepper American English? In Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the
New Land, Harvey Pekar and Paul Buhle trace the influence of Yiddish from medieval Europe
to the tenements of New York’s Lower East Side. This comics anthology contains original
stories by notable writers and artists such as Barry Deutsch, Peter Kuper, Spain Rodriguez,
and Sharon Rudahl. Through illustrations, comics art, and a full-length play, four major themes
are explored: culture, performance, assimilation, and the revival of the language. The last fully
realized work by Harvey Pekar, this book is a thoughtful compilation that reveals the farreaching influences of Yiddish. Praise for Yiddishkeit: “The book is about what Neal Gabler in
his introduction labels ‘Jewish sensibility.’ It pervades this volume, which he acknowledges is
messy; he writes: ‘You really can't define Yiddishkeit neatly in words or pictures. You sort of
have to feel it by wading into it.’ The book does this with gusto.” —New York Times
“Yiddishkeit is as colorful, bawdy, and charming as the culture it seeks to represent.” —Print
magazine “every bit of it brimming with the charm and flavor of its subject and seamlessly
meshing with the text to create a genuinely compelling, scholarly comics experience”
—Publishers Weekly “Yiddishkeit is a book that truly informs about Jewish culture and, in the
process, challenges readers to pick apart their own vocabulary.” —Chicago Tribune “a
postvernacular tour de force” —The Forward “A fascinating and enlightening effort that takes
full use of the graphic storytelling medium in an insightful and revelatory way.” —The Miami
Herald “With a loving eye Pekar and Buhle extract moments and personalities from Yiddish
history.” —Hadassah “gorgeous comix-style portraits of Yiddish writers” ––Tablet “Yiddishkeit
has managed to survive, if just barely, not because there are individuals dedicated to its
survival, though there are, but because Yiddishkeit is an essential part of both the Jewish and
the human experience.” —Neal Gabler, author of An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews
Invented Hollywood, from his introduction "The hearty hardcover is a scrumptious smorgasbord
of comics, essays, and illustrations, edited by Harvey Pekar and Paul Buhle, providing
concentrated tastes, with historical context, of Yiddish theater, literature, characters and
culture." —Heeb magazine
Harvey Pekar once again brings us his unique blend of humor and pathos in this new collection
of his autobiographical comic books. Black-and-white illustrations throughout.
“It’s sad, isn’t it? The dead horse of a life we beat, all the wilder, all the harder the deader it
gets. On the other hand, there are some nice shops in the area.” Thom Pain has come to a
certain point in his life. Maybe you have too. His entire existence is ordinary; but that
ordinariness is a revelation and a wonder and a curiosity. To him at least. He’d better hope so.
It’s all he has (except maybe a dictionary and an old love letter). Comic and disturbing, this
provocative monologue charts one man’s anguished journey from shattered childhood dreams
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and trauma to the tenuous, if guarded, optimism of adulthood, told in dangerous intimacy by a
voice loaded with wry humor and deceptive charm.

Following the success of his critically praised graphic novel THE QUITTER, Harvey
Pekar returns to Vertigo with this all-new, 4-issue AMERICAN SPLENDOR miniseries,
celebrating 30 years of the series that first showed how, as Harvey would say, 'ordinary
life can be pretty complex stuff.'
Written by Harvey Pekar Cover by Dean Haspiel Art by Darwyn Cooke, David Lapham,
Chris Weston, Dean Haspiel, Ty Templeton, Darick Robertson and others More moving
moments from the life of the essential everyman! Harvey Pekar returns with the second
Vertigo volume of his AMERICAN SPLENDOR series. Harvey moves into his senior
years and finds that he may be able to cope after all. Advance-solicited; on sale
January 7 - 136 pg, FC, $14.99 US MATURE READERS
Transforms sixteen short oral histories originally published in "Working" into graphic
novel vignettes, including stories from a stock broker, a labor organizer, a proofreader,
a gravedigger, a mail carrier, and a jazz musician.
The release of the hit movie American Splendor raised Harvey Pekar's popularity to an
entirely new level, and Titan's tie-in graphic novel was a runaway critical and
commercial success. Now comes Our Movie Year, a brand new graphic novel, in which
Pekar portrays his sudden rise, as seen through his hilariously grumpy point of view:
from Sundance, to Cannes, the Oscars and beyond...Once Harvey was content merely
to flirt with fame. But now he's become a household name. Sort of. And, to tell you the
truth, it's starting to bug the hell out of him. With the succes of the movie, Harvey won
awards, accolades and the promise of a bigger paycheck. A lot of funny things can
happen in year, and many of them happened to Harvey. And now you can read about
them all...
Offers a brief history of the city before the author's birth in 1939, then focuses on the
author's life in the city and the ups and downs it faced during those seventy years.
Created in the form of a graphic novel, an illustrated history of the Students for a
Democratic Society organization details the 1962 convention during which the group
prepared the Port Huron Statement, drafted by Tom Haden, its role during the
tumultuous era of the 1960s, and its final meeting in 1969 during which the SDS was
shattered into myriad factions.
It is hard to discuss the current film industry without acknowledging the impact of comic
book adaptations, especially considering the blockbuster success of recent superhero
movies. Yet transmedial adaptations are part of an evolution that can be traced to the
turn of the last century, when comic strips such as “Little Nemo in Slumberland” and
“Felix the Cat” were animated for the silver screen. Representing diverse academic
fields, including technoculture, film studies, theater, feminist studies, popular culture,
and queer studies, Comics and Pop Culture presents more than a dozen perspectives
on this rich history and the effects of such adaptations. Examining current debates and
the questions raised by comics adaptations, including those around authorship, style,
and textual fidelity, the contributors consider the topic from an array of approaches that
take into account representations of sexuality, gender, and race as well as concepts of
world-building and cultural appropriation in comics from Modesty Blaise to Black
Panther. The result is a fascinating re-imagination of the texts that continue to push the
boundaries of panel, frame, and popular culture.
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Sacred poetry from twelve mystics and saints, rendered brilliantly by Daniel
Ladinsky, beloved interpreter of verses by the fourteenth-century Persian poet
Hafiz One of 6 Books Oprah Loves to Give as Gifts During the Holidays “All
kinds of beautiful poetry.” –Hoda Kotb In this luminous collection, Daniel
Ladinsky—best known for his bestselling interpretations of the great Sufi poet
Hafiz—brings together the timeless work of twelve of the world’s finest spiritual
writers, six from the East and six from the West. Once again, Ladinsky reveals
his talent for creating profound and playful renditions of classic poems for a
modern audience. Rumi’s joyous, ecstatic love poems; St. Francis’s loving
observations of nature through the eyes of Catholicism; Kabir’s wild, freeing
humor that synthesizes Hindu, Muslim, and Christian beliefs; St. Teresa’s
sensual verse; and the mystical, healing words of Sufi poet Hafiz—these along
with inspiring works by Rabia, Meister Eckhart, St. Thomas Aquinas, Mira, St.
Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, and Tukaram are
all “love poems by God” from writers considered “conduits of the divine.”
Together, they form a spiritual treasure to cherish always.
From off the streets of Cleveland, the amazing and occasionally regrettable truelife adventures of Harvey Pekar, cineaste. Harvey Pekar is from Cleveland. This
much you know. But with the release of American Splendor, the indie hit film
based on his comic of the same name, the world discovered Harvey in earnest.
Once Harvey was content merely to flirt with fame. But when fame wanted a
commitment, he found himself a household name. Sort of. And, to tell you the
truth, it’s starting to bug the hell out of him. An original, incisive graphic novel
featuring the talents of R. Crumb, Gary Dumm, Mark Zingarelli, and other artists,
Our Movie Year chronicles a whirlwind twelve months in the life of Harvey Pekar.
It recounts his rise from the filing room at the Cleveland VA hospital to the red
carpet at Cannes, Sundance, the Oscars, and beyond–where Harvey won
awards, accolades, and the promise of a bigger paycheck. A lot of funny things
can happen in a year, and many of them happened to Harvey. And now everyone
gets to read about them in Our Movie Year.
In this work, Edward Buscombe explores the ways in which 'Unforgiven', sticking
surprisingly close to the original script by David Webb Peoples, moves between
the requirements of the traditional Western, with its generic conventions of
revenge and male bravado, and more modern sensitivities.
Gathered here are the collected works of the titans of adults comics — legendary
underground cartoonist R. Crumb and the "high priest of comic-book naturalism"
(Newsweek) Harvey Pekar. The comic collision of these underground luminaries
is funny, obsessive, ever-so-slightly neurotic, but always biting and honest.
The remarkable story of a restaurant on top of the world—built by a legend,
destroyed in tragedy—and an era in New York City it helped to frame In the
1970s, New York City was plagued by crime, filth, and an ineffective government.
The city was falling apart, and even the newly constructed World Trade Center
threatened to be a fiasco. But in April 1976, a quarter-mile up on the 107th floor
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of the North Tower, a new restaurant called Windows on the World opened its
doors—a glittering sign that New York wasn’t done just yet. In The Most
Spectacular Restaurant in the World, journalist Tom Roston tells the complete
history of this incredible restaurant, from its stunning $14-million opening to 9/11
and its tragic end. There are stories of the people behind it, such as Joe Baum,
the celebrated restaurateur, who was said to be the only man who could
outspend an unlimited budget; the well-tipped waiters; and the cavalcade of
famous guests, as well as everyday people celebrating the key moments in their
lives. Roston also charts the changes in American food, from baroque and
theatrical to locally sourced and organic. Built on nearly 150 original interviews,
The Most Spectacular Restaurant in the World is the story of New York City’s
restaurant culture and the quintessential American drive to succeed.
Nearly twenty-five years of interviews with the comic artist best known for his
American Splendor comic book series.
Pekar reveals his impressions of the life-changing year after the release of the
movie American Splendor, which is based on his life and work.
American SplendorThe Life and Times of Harvey Pekar : Stories
In Not the Israel My Parents Promised Me, one of the final graphic memoirs from the man who
defined the genre, Harvey Pekar explores what it means to be Jewish and what Israel means
to the Jews. Pekar’s mother was a Zionist by way of politics, his father by way of faith, and he
inevitably grew up a staunch supporter of Israel. But as he became attuned to the wider world,
Pekar began to question his parents’ most fundamental beliefs. This book is the full account of
that questioning. Over the course of a single day in his hometown of Cleveland, Ohio, Pekar
and the illustrator JT Waldman wrestle with the mythologies passed down to them, weaving a
personal and historical odyssey of uncommon wit and power. With an epilogue written by
Joyce Brabner, Not the Israel My Parents Promised Me is an es- sential book for fans of
Harvey Pekar and anyone interested in the past and future of the Jewish state.
“Michael Malice is one of the most puzzling twenty-first century Americans I have ever met.”
–Harvey Pekar Who’s Michael Malice, and how did he become the subject of a graphic novel
by Harvey Pekar, the curmudgeon from Cleveland? First of all, Michael Malice is a real person.
He’s 5’6” and weighs 130 pounds. Although on the cusp of thirty, he could easily pass for a
scrawny teenager. One day Michael, a guy with a patchwork employment record and dreams
as big as his ego, meets Harvey and begins to relay all these wild stories about his life. Simple
as that. Harvey thinks the guy is bright but a bit of a riddle–though not the kind wrapped in an
enigma. It’s strange. He seems like the type of person you meet every day, rather ordinary,
until you really get to know him. Then you realize he’s exceptional, unusual, and contradictory.
Pleasant one minute, really nasty the next. But isn’t cruelty part of human nature? We digress.
. . . Harvey writes up and illustrates one of Michael Malice’s tales, “Fish Story,” which is part
of American Splendor: Our Movie Year. It makes a splash and spawns this book, Harvey’s first
hardcover, a graphic novel event about one guy’s life. Ego & Hubris relates how, a year and a
half after his birth in the Ukraine, Michael Malice moved with his parents to Brooklyn. He’s an
intransigent kid, a hard-ass–both a demon to and demonized by the people who cross his path.
His life is a constant struggle for validation in a world where the machine keeps trying to break
him down. But Michael has a way with people . . . or rather, has a way of getting even with
people. Hey, if you can’t live up to your parents’ expectations, at least you can live up to your
name. Michael had never come close to fulfilling his huge dreams–until now. And just as
Harvey’s been the everyman for a certain generation of graphic-novel readers, Michael Malice
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will be the everyman for a new generation. From the Hardcover edition.
The comic book author delves into his childhood, which he spent among Jewish immigrants in
Cleveland, to identify the roots of his fear of failure, an affliction that plagued him until the time
of his death.
Artists R. Crumb, Gary Dumm, and others illustrate the author's stories from twelve months in
his life, when he went from being an unknown comic book writer to being famous with the
release of the film, "American Splendor."
A superb new graphic memoir in which an inspired artist/storyteller reveals the road that
brought his family to where they are today: Vietnamerica GB Tran is a young Vietnamese
American artist who grew up distant from (and largely indifferent to) his family’s history. Born
and raised in South Carolina as a son of immigrants, he knew that his parents had fled
Vietnam during the fall of Saigon. But even as they struggled to adapt to life in America, they
preferred to forget the past—and to focus on their children’s future. It was only in his late
twenties that GB began to learn their extraordinary story. When his last surviving grandparents
die within months of each other, GB visits Vietnam for the first time and begins to learn the
tragic history of his family, and of the homeland they left behind. In this family saga played out
in the shadow of history, GB uncovers the root of his father’s remoteness and why his mother
had remained in an often fractious marriage; why his grandfather had abandoned his own
family to fight for the Viet Cong; why his grandmother had had an affair with a French soldier.
GB learns that his parents had taken harrowing flight from Saigon during the final hours of the
war not because they thought America was better but because they were afraid of what would
happen if they stayed. They entered America—a foreign land they couldn’t even
imagine—where family connections dissolved and shared history was lost within a span of a
single generation. In telling his family’s story, GB finds his own place in this saga of hardship
and heroism. Vietnamerica is a visually stunning portrait of survival, escape, and
reinvention—and of the gift of the American immigrants’ dream, passed on to their children.
Vietnamerica is an unforgettable story of family revelation and reconnection—and a new graphicmemoir classic.
"When I was eighteen, Uncle Sam told me he'd like me to put on a uniform and go off to fight a
guy by the name of Adolf. So I did." When Alan Cope joined the army and went off to fight in
World War II, he had no idea what he was getting into. This graphic memoir is the story of his
life during wartime, a story told with poignant intimacy and matchless artistry. Across a
generation, a deep friendship blossomed between Alan Cope and author/artist Emmanuel
Guibert. From it, Alan's War was born – a graphic novel that is a deeply personal and moving
experience, straight from the heart of the Greatest Generation – a unique piece of WWII
literature and a ground-breaking graphic memoir.

A tour of America's underground literary movement, presented in a graphic tale format,
includes coverage of the Benzedrine-fueled antics of Jack Kerouac, Chicago's beatnik
bistro, and San Francisco's City Lights bookstore.
Artists Gerry Shamray, Gary Dumm, Gregory Budgett, and Kevin Brown illustrate this
collection of pieces from the "American Splendor" series, author Harvey Pekar's
celebration of Cleveland working-class life.
A groundbreaking new history of the United States, showing how Christian faith and the
pursuit of petroleum fueled America's rise to global power and shaped today's political
clashes Anointed with Oil places religion and oil at the center of American history. As
prize-winning historian Darren Dochuk reveals, from the earliest discovery of oil in
America during the Civil War, citizens saw oil as the nation's special blessing and its
peculiar burden, the source of its prophetic mission in the world. Over the century that
followed and down to the present day, the oil industry's leaders and its ordinary workers
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together fundamentally transformed American religion, business, and politics -boosting America's ascent as the preeminent global power, giving shape to modern
evangelical Christianity, fueling the rise of the Republican Right, and setting the terms
for today's political and environmental debates. Ranging from the Civil War to the
present, from West Texas to Saudi Arabia to the Alberta Tar Sands, and from oil-patch
boomtowns to the White House, this is a sweeping, magisterial book that transforms
how we understand our nation's history.
“Pekar has proven that comics can address the ambiguities of daily living, that like the
finest fiction, they can hold a mirror up to life.” –The New York Times For years
Heather Roberson, a passionate peace activist, has argued that war can always be
avoided. But she has repeatedly faced counterarguments that fighting is an inescapable
consequence of world conflicts. Indeed, Heather finds proving her point to be a little
tricky without examples to bolster her case. So she does something a little crazy: She
sets out for far-off Macedonia, a landlocked country north of Greece and west of
Bulgaria, to explore a region that has edged–repeatedly–close to the brink of violence,
only to refrain. In the process–and as vividly portrayed by the talented duo of Harvey
Pekar and Ed Piskor–Heather is tangled in red tape, ripped off by cabdrivers and hotel
clerks, hit on by creepy guys, secretly photographed, and mistaken for a spy. She also
creates unlikely friendships, learns that getting lost means seeing something new, and
makes some startling discoveries. War is hell and peace is difficult–but conflict is
always necessary. “Harvey Pekar wrestles the kind of things most comic book heroes
wouldn’t touch with a laser blaster.” –Cleveland Plain Dealer “A visit with Harvey
Pekar . . . will cause you to reexamine your own life . . . just as the greatest literature
will.” –The Austin Chronicle “Pekar lets all of life flood into his panels: the humdrum
and the heroic, the gritty and the grand.” –The New York Times Book Review
Harvey Pekar never has "just another day"; follow his battles of everyday life in this
latest volume of his autobiographical series.
With an appreciation by Anthony Bourdain HAVE ATTITUDE, WILL TRAVEL Harvey
Pekar changed the face of comics when his American Splendor series replaced
traditional slam-bang superhero action with slice-of-life tales of his own very ordinary
existence in Cleveland, Ohio, as a file clerk, jazz-record collector, and philosophical
curmudgeon. Much as Seinfeld famously transcended sitcom conventions by being “a
show about nothing,” Pekar’s deadpan chronicles of regular life—peppered with wry
and caustic reflections—have transformed comics from escapist fantasy into social
commentary with voice balloons. Huntington, West Virginia “On the Fly” is prime
Pekar, recounting the irascible everyman’s on-the-road encounters with a cross section
of characters—a career criminal turned limo-driving entrepreneur, a toy merchant
obsessed with restoring a vintage diner, comic-book archivists, indie filmmakers, and
children of the sixties—all of whom have stories to tell. By turns funny, poignant, and
insightful, these portraits à la Pekar showcase a one-of-a-kind master at work,
channeling the stuff of average life into genuine American art.
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