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General John A. Wickham, commander of the famous 101st Airborne Division in the 1970s and subsequently Army Chief of Staff,
once visited Antietam battlefield. Gazing at Bloody Lane where, in 1862, several Union assaults were brutally repulsed before they
finally broke through, he marveled, "You couldn't get American soldiers today to make an attack like that." Why did those men risk
certain death, over and over again, through countless bloody battles and four long, awful years ? Why did the conventional wisdom
-- that soldiers become increasingly cynical and disillusioned as war progresses -- not hold true in the Civil War? It is to this
question--why did they fight--that James McPherson, America's preeminent Civil War historian, now turns his attention. He shows
that, contrary to what many scholars believe, the soldiers of the Civil War remained powerfully convinced of the ideals for which
they fought throughout the conflict. Motivated by duty and honor, and often by religious faith, these men wrote frequently of their
firm belief in the cause for which they fought: the principles of liberty, freedom, justice, and patriotism. Soldiers on both sides
harkened back to the Founding Fathers, and the ideals of the American Revolution. They fought to defend their country, either the
Union--"the best Government ever made"--or the Confederate states, where their very homes and families were under siege. And
they fought to defend their honor and manhood. "I should not lik to go home with the name of a couhard," one Massachusetts
private wrote, and another private from Ohio said, "My wife would sooner hear of my death than my disgrace." Even after three
years of bloody battles, more than half of the Union soldiers reenlisted voluntarily. "While duty calls me here and my country
demands my services I should be willing to make the sacrifice," one man wrote to his protesting parents. And another soldier said
simply, "I still love my country." McPherson draws on more than 25,000 letters and nearly 250 private diaries from men on both
sides. Civil War soldiers were among the most literate soldiers in history, and most of them wrote home frequently, as it was the
only way for them to keep in touch with homes that many of them had left for the first time in their lives. Significantly, their letters
were also uncensored by military authorities, and are uniquely frank in their criticism and detailed in their reports of marches and
battles, relations between officers and men, political debates, and morale. For Cause and Comrades lets these soldiers tell their
own stories in their own words to create an account that is both deeply moving and far truer than most books on war. Battle Cry of
Freedom, McPherson's Pulitzer Prize-winning account of the Civil War, was a national bestseller that Hugh Brogan, in The New
York Times, called "history writing of the highest order." For Cause and Comrades deserves similar accolades, as McPherson's
masterful prose and the soldiers' own words combine to create both an important book on an often-overlooked aspect of our
bloody Civil War, and a powerfully moving account of the men who fought it.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see
the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around
the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
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nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Charles Dew’s Apostles of Disunion has established itself as a modern classic and an indispensable account of the Southern
states’ secession from the Union. Addressing topics still hotly debated among historians and the public at large more than a
century and a half after the Civil War, the book offers a compelling and clearly substantiated argument that slavery and race were
at the heart of our great national crisis. The fifteen years since the original publication of Apostles of Disunion have seen an
intensification of debates surrounding the Confederate flag and Civil War monuments. In a powerful new afterword to this
anniversary edition, Dew situates the book in relation to these recent controversies and factors in the role of vast financial interests
tied to the internal slave trade in pushing Virginia and other upper South states toward secession and war.
One month in 1865 witnessed the frenzied fall of Richmond, a daring last-ditch Southern plan for guerrilla warfare, Lee's harrowing
retreat, and then, Appomattox. It saw Lincoln's assassination just five days later and a near-successful plot to decapitate the Union
government, followed by chaos and coup fears in the North, collapsed negotiations and continued bloodshed in the South, and
finally, the start of national reconciliation. In the end, April 1865 emerged as not just the tale of the war's denouement, but the story
of the making of our nation. Jay Winik offers a brilliant new look at the Civil War's final days that will forever change the way we
see the war's end and the nation's new beginning. Uniquely set within the larger sweep of history and filled with rich profiles of
outsize figures, fresh iconoclastic scholarship, and a gripping narrative, this is a masterful account of the thirty most pivotal days in
the life of the United States.
Highlights the causes of the Civil War, including economic issues, land in the West, and slavery, and discusses key figures.
"Embracing an argument-based model for teaching history, Debating American History encourages students to participate in a
contested, evidence-based discourse about the human past. The series rejects the idea of history as an undisputed narrative and
instead presents the past as understood through the direct engagement with historical evidence. Each book poses a question that
historians debate--How democratic was the U.S. constitution? or Why did civil war erupt in the United States in 1861?--and
provides abundant primary sources so that students can make their own efforts at interpreting the evidence. They can then use
that analysis to construct answers to the key question that frames the debate and argue in support of their position. Through this
process, students develop the dispositions and habits of mind that are central to the discipline of history. The Causes of the Civil
War asks the question, "Why did civil war erupt in the United States in 1861?""--Provided by publisher.

"The causes of the Civil War brings into sharp focus the major issues, real or imaginied, that divided northerners and
southerners in a disastrous national crisis. Juxtaposing articles and speeches by men who lived through the struggle with
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the interpretations of post-Civil War historians, Kenneth M. Stampp brings face to face spokesmen for the major schools
of thought. Was slavery the determinig cause? Can the blame be laid either to 'Black Republican' agitation or to the
ruthless machinations of a 'Slave Power' conspiracy? Was the war an 'irrepressible conflict' between an agrarian South
and an industrialized North? This volume provides no answers. Rather, the readings--including several new
selections--reveal the uncertainty about the war's causes that has repeatedly driven historians back to the sources. They
help us to enlarge our knowledge and deepen our understanding of the differences that set brother against
brother."--Page 4 of cover.
More than 60,000 books have been published on the Civil War. Most Americans, though, get their ideas about the
war--why it was fought, what was won, what was lost--not from books but from movies, television, and other popular
media. In an engaging and accessible survey, Gary W. Gallagher guides readers through the stories told in recent film
and art, showing how these stories have both reflected and influenced the political, social, and racial currents of their
times.
Traces the history of emancipation and its impact on the Civil War, discussing how Lincoln and the Republicans fought
primarily for freeing slaves throughout the war, not just as a secondary objective in an effort to restore the union. 30,000
first printing.
This Handbook brings together contributions from leading scholars who take an economic perspective to study peace
and conflict. Some chapters are largely empirical, exploring the correlates and quantifying the costs of conflict. Others are
more theoretical, examining the mechanisms that lead to war or are more conducive to peace.
Pulitzer Prize Finalist Winner of the Frederick Douglass Prize Winner of the Merle Curti Prize “Perhaps the highest praise
one can offer McCurry’s work is to say that once we look through her eyes, it will become almost impossible to believe
that we ever saw or thought otherwise.”—Drew Gilpin Faust, The New Republic The story of the Confederate States of
America, the proslavery, antidemocratic nation created by white Southern slaveholders to protect their property, has been
told many times in heroic and martial narratives. Now, however, Stephanie McCurry tells a very different tale of the
Confederate experience. When the grandiosity of Southerners’ national ambitions met the harsh realities of wartime
crises, unintended consequences ensued. Although Southern statesmen and generals had built the most powerful slave
regime in the Western world, they had excluded the majority of their own people—white women and slaves—and thereby
sowed the seeds of their demise. Wartime scarcity of food, labor, and soldiers tested the Confederate vision at every
point and created domestic crises to match those found on the battlefields. Women and slaves became critical political
actors as they contested government enlistment and tax and welfare policies, and struggled for their freedom. The
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attempt to repress a majority of its own population backfired on the Confederate States of America as the
disenfranchised demanded to be counted and considered in the great struggle over slavery, emancipation, democracy,
and nationhood. That Confederate struggle played out in a highly charged international arena. The political project of the
Confederacy was tried by its own people and failed. The government was forced to become accountable to women and
slaves, provoking an astounding transformation of the slaveholders’ state. Confederate Reckoning is the startling story of
this epic political battle in which women and slaves helped to decide the fate of the Confederacy and the outcome of the
Civil War.
When Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address in 1863, he had broader aims than simply rallying a war-weary
nation. Lincoln realized that the Civil War had taken on a wider significance—that all of Europe and Latin America was
watching to see whether the United States, a beleaguered model of democracy, would indeed “perish from the earth.” In
The Cause of All Nations, distinguished historian Don H. Doyle explains that the Civil War was viewed abroad as part of
a much larger struggle for democracy that spanned the Atlantic Ocean, and had begun with the American and French
Revolutions. While battles raged at Bull Run, Antietam, and Gettysburg, a parallel contest took place abroad, both in the
marbled courts of power and in the public square. Foreign observers held widely divergent views on the war—from
radicals such as Karl Marx and Giuseppe Garibaldi who called on the North to fight for liberty and equality, to aristocratic
monarchists, who hoped that the collapse of the Union would strike a death blow against democratic movements on both
sides of the Atlantic. Nowhere were these monarchist dreams more ominous than in Mexico, where Napoleon III sought
to implement his Grand Design for a Latin Catholic empire that would thwart the spread of Anglo-Saxon democracy and
use the Confederacy as a buffer state. Hoping to capitalize on public sympathies abroad, both the Union and the
Confederacy sent diplomats and special agents overseas: the South to seek recognition and support, and the North to
keep European powers from interfering. Confederate agents appealed to those conservative elements who wanted the
South to serve as a bulwark against radical egalitarianism. Lincoln and his Union agents overseas learned to appeal to
many foreigners by embracing emancipation and casting the Union as the embattled defender of universal republican
ideals, the “last best hope of earth.” A bold account of the international dimensions of America's defining conflict, The
Cause of All Nations frames the Civil War as a pivotal moment in a global struggle that would decide the survival of
democracy.
“An extremely good writer, [Ayers] is well worth reading . . . on the South and Southern history.”—Stephen Sears, Boston
Globe The Southern past has proven to be fertile ground for great works of history. Peculiarities of tragic proportions—a
system of slavery flourishing in a land of freedom, secession and Civil War tearing at a federal Union, deep poverty
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persisting in a nation of fast-paced development—have fed the imaginations of some of our most accomplished historians.
Foremost in their ranks today is Edward L. Ayers, author of the award-winning and ongoing study of the Civil War in the
heart of America, the Valley of the Shadow Project. In wide-ranging essays on the Civil War, the New South, and the
twentieth-century South, Ayers turns over the rich soil of Southern life to explore the sources of the nation's and his own
history. The title essay, original here, distills his vast research and offers a fresh perspective on the nation's central
historical event.
In Creating a Confederate Kentucky, Anne E. Marshall traces the development of a Confederate identity in Kentucky
between 1865 and 1925, belying the fact that Kentucky never left the Union. After the Civil War, the people of Kentucky
appeared to forget their Union loyalties and embraced the Democratic politics, racial violence, and Jim Crow laws
associated with former Confederate states. Marshall looks beyond postwar political and economic factors to the longerterm commemorations of the Civil War by which Kentuckians fixed the state's remembrance of the conflict for the
following sixty years.
Over and over again, the commissioners returned to the same point: that Lincoln's election signaled an unequivocal
commitment on the part of the North to destroy slavery and that emancipation would plunge the South into a racial
nightmare." "Dew's discovery and study of the highly illuminating public letters and speeches of these apostles of
disunion - often relatively obscure men sent out to convert the unconverted to the secessionist cause - have led him to
suggest that the arguments the commissioners presented provide us with the best evidence we have of the motives
behind the secession of the lower South in 1860-61"--Jacket.
The institution of slavery shaped the economic, social, and political history of the United States. Tensions between
supporters and opponents of slavery simmered for decades with ever-increasing intensity, before boiling over into a
devastating four-year civil war. This book examines the series of compromises aimed at diffusing sectional conflict during
the first half of the nineteenth century, the development of political strategies, the outbreak of armed hostilities, and the
eventual secession of eleven Southern states in a bid to perpetuate the institution of slavery.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject English - Applied Geography, grade: 1,3, http://www.uni-jena.de/
(Anglistisch/Amerikanistisches Institut), course: Landeskunde – Major Evants and Figures in American History, language:
English, abstract: The American Civil War of 1861 to 1865, was one of the most important and worst events in American
history. This extremely bloody and cruel war, in which Americans fought against themselves, had many causes. From the
Decleration of Independence 1776 to the war itsself, many problems concerning morality, the Westward movement,
slavery and ethnicity occured. Nowadays many people think that there was only one reason for the Civil War – namely
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slavery. Keeping this strong generalisation in mind, I want to explain that here were quite a lot of factors and events piled
up over decades to explode in the 1860 ?s. The following chapters will explain the situation from 1820 to the beginning of
the Civil War. I am going to start with the situation in the 1850 ?s and before and go on with the war against Mexico an its
aftermath. After that I want to decode the complicated situation about the decisions on slavery, based on the two
chapters before. In the last two parts of the text the last steps to the Civil War will be described in detail. That includes the
“Kansas-Nebraska-Act” and the election of Abraham Lincoln to president. All these events named are known as the
maincauses of the Civil War by historians, on which this assignment is based.
While slavery is often at the heart of debates over the causes of the Civil War, historians are not agreed on precisely
what aspect of slavery--with its various social, economic, political, cultural, and moral ramifications--gave rise to the
sectional rift. In Calculating the Value of the Union, James Huston integrates economic, social, and political history to
argue that the issue of property rights as it pertained to slavery was at the center of the Civil War. In the early years of the
nineteenth century, southern slaveholders sought a national definition of property rights that would recognize and protect
their ownership of slaves. Northern interests, on the other hand, opposed any national interpretation of property rights
because of the threat slavery posed to the northern free labor market, particularly if allowed to spread to western
territories. This impasse sparked a process of political realignment that culminated in the creation of the Republican
Party, ultimately leading to the secession crisis. Deeply researched and carefully written, this study rebuts recent trends
in antebellum historiography and persuasively argues for a fundamentally economic interpretation of the slavery issue
and the coming of the Civil War.
"Explains the causes of the American Civil War, including legislative efforts to prevent the conflict, and the rising sectional
tensions during the 1850s that ultimately led to rebellion by the Southern states"--Provided by publisher.
A book to challenge the status quo, spark a debate, and get people talking about the issues and questions we face as a
country!
When Slavery Was Called Freedom uncovers the cultural and ideological bonds linking the combatants in the Civil War
era and boldly reinterprets the intellectual foundations of secession. John Patrick Daly dissects the evangelical defense
of slavery at the heart of the nineteenth century's sectional crisis. He brings a new understanding to the role of religion in
the Old South and the ways in which religion was used in the Confederacy. Southern evangelicals argued that their
unique region was destined for greatness, and their rhetoric gave expression and a degree of coherence to the
grassroots assumptions of the South. The North and South shared assumptions about freedom, prosperity, and morality.
For a hundred years after the Civil War, politicians and historians emphasized the South's alleged departures from
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national ideals. Recent studies have concluded, however, that the South was firmly rooted in mainstream moral,
intellectual, and socio-economic developments and sought to compete with the North in a contemporary spirit. Daly
argues that antislavery and proslavery emerged from the same evangelical roots; both Northerners and Southerners
interpreted the Bible and Christian moral dictates in light of individualism and free market economics. When the
abolitionist's moral critique of slavery arose after 1830, Southern evangelicals answered the charges with the strident selfassurance of recent converts. They went on to articulate how slavery fit into the "genius of the American system" and
how slavery was only right as part of that system.
THE PRESENTLY DOMINANT NARRATIVE about Civil War causes is the work of historians obsessed with social
activism instead o historical facts. They point to the 13th, 14th and 15th postbellum amendments as proof that the North
was fighting to provide slaves with an honorable freedom but deny that the increase in tariffs from 19% before the war
before to an average of 45% for fifty years thereafter reflected a Northern war aim. They hold Southern secession
responsible for the war but fail to teach that the Northeastern states threatened to secede five times between 1789 and
1850. They also decline to note that Southern secession need not have led to war. Southerners had no purpose to
overthrow the Washington government, they merely wanted a government of their own. Northerners could have
evacuated Fort Sumter and let the first seven cotton states depart in peace thereby avoiding the war. Modern historians
normally focus on the reasons the cotton states seceded instead of examining the economic reasons Northerner chose to
militarily coerce them back into the Union thereby inaugurating civil war. The Republican Party could have stopped the
spread of slavery peacefully by endorsing Popular Sovereignty during the 1860 presidential election. After Kansas used it
to reject slavery in an 1858 local-option vote, nearly every politico realized that the doctrine would quarantine slavery in
the South. If Popular Sovereignty could not make a slave state out of Kansas, it could not do it in any of the remaining
1860 Federal territories. Republicans rejected the doctrine simply to survive as an independent Party because Lincoln's
two chief opposing presidential candidates supported it. Beyond what Poplar Sovereignty would have gained, the
Republican ban added nothing except to inflame the sectional passions that led to civil war. * * * * * "Philip Leigh does not
hesitate to challenge what Voltaire called 'The propaganda of the victorious. This work is not to be missed by any who
are interested in the truth." - H. V. Traywick Author: Empire of the Owls and Virginia Iliad "Philip Leigh's new book gives
readers hard, historical, economic facts showing that the causes of the American Civil War date back decades and were
multi-layered. Read this book if you want a full understanding of what the war was really about." - Clint Johnson Author:
Tin Cans and Greyhounds and The Politically Incorrect Guide to the South "For two generations mainline historians have
taught that Southerners committed treason by seceding and virtuous Northerners invaded the South to abolish slavery.
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For many of America's elite this so-called truth has enabled them to support, or stand silent, as Confederate memorials
are vandalized or removed. Phil Leigh's new book shows that the thesis is simply untrue." - Don Livingston, Ph.D. Author:
Hume's Philosophy of Common Life and Philosophical Melancholy and Delirium: Hume's Pathology of Philosophy
Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads
to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc
We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although
occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future
generations to enjoy.
This reader's theater script builds fluency through oral reading. The creative script captures students' interest, so they will
want to practice and perform. Included is a fluency lesson and approximate reading levels for the script roles.
It is the best known book about American slavery, and was so incendiary upon its first publication in 1852 that it actually ignited the
social flames that led to Civil War less than a decade later. What began as a series of sketches for the Cincinnati abolitionist
newspaper The National Era scandalized the North, was banned in the South, and ultimately became the bestselling novel of the
19th century. Today, controversy over this melodramatic tale of the dignified slave Tom, the brutal plantation owner Simon Legree,
and Stowe's other vividly drawn characters continues, as modern scholars debate the work's newly appreciated feminist
undertones and others decry it as the source of enduring stereotypes about African Americans. As one of the most influential
books in U.S. history, it deserves to be read by all students of literature and of the American story. American abolitionist and
author HARRIET BEECHER STOWE (1811-1896) was born in Connecticut, daughter of a Congregationalist minister and sister to
abolitionist theologian Henry Ward Beecher. She wrote more than two dozen books, both fiction and nonfiction.
Gathers original sources, including newspaper editorials, speeches, and documents, and shares comments by historians on the
period
Ensure your students have access to the authoritative and in-depth content of this popular and trusted A Level History series. For
over twenty years Access to History has been providing students with reliable, engaging and accessible content on a wide range
of topics. Each title in the series provides comprehensive coverage of different history topics on current AS and A2 level history
specifications, alongside exam-style practice questions and tips to help students achieve their best. The series: - Ensures students
gain a good understanding of the AS and A2 level history topics through an engaging, in-depth and up-to-date narrative, presented
in an accessible way. - Aids revision of the key A level history topics and themes through frequent summary diagrams - Gives
support with assessment, both through the books providing exam-style questions and tips for AQA, Edexcel and OCR A level
history specifications and through FREE model answers with supporting commentary at Access to History online
(www.accesstohistory.co.uk) The American Civil War: Causes, Courses and Consequences 1803-1877 The book begins by
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focusing on the westward expansion in America and the problems this caused. It then goes on to look at the rise of the Republican
Party and the 1860 presidential election. The causes of the Civil War are traced, as well as the major conflicts during the War, and
the conclusion is extended to look both at the Union victory, and the reconstruction period that followed.
While South Carolina’s preemptive strike on Fort Sumter and Lincoln’s subsequent call to arms started the Civil War, South
Carolina’s secession and Lincoln’s military actions were simply the last in a chain of events stretching as far back as the early
1750s. Increasing moral conflicts and political debates over slavery—exacerbated by the inequities inherent between an
established agricultural society and a growing industrial one—led to a fierce sectionalism which manifested itself through cultural,
economic, political and territorial disputes. This historical study reduces sectionalism to its most fundamental form, examining the
underlying source of this antagonistic climate. From protective tariffs to the expansionist agenda, it illustrates the ways in which the
foremost issues of the time influenced relations between the North and the South.
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