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In English
To read Lacan closely is to follow him to the letter, to
take him literally, making the wager that he comes right
out and says what he means in many cases, though
much of his argument must be reconstructed through a
line-by-line examination. And this is precisely what Bruce
Fink does in this ambitious book, a fine analysis of
Lacan's work on language and psychoanalytic treatment
conducted on the basis of a very close reading of texts in
his Icrits: A Selection. As a translator and renowned
proponent of Lacan's works, Fink is an especially adept
and congenial guide through the complexities of
Lacanian literature and concepts. He devotes
considerable space to notions that have been particularly
prone to misunderstanding, notions such as "the sliding
of the signified under the signifier,"or that have gone
seemingly unnoticed, such as "the ego is the metonymy
of desire." Fink also pays special attention to
psychoanalytic concepts, like affect, that Lacan is
sometimes thought to neglect, and to controversial
concepts, like the phallus. From a parsing of Lacan's
claim that "commenting on a text is like doing an
analysis," to sustained readings of "The Instance of the
Letter in the Unconscious," "The Direction of the
Treatment," and "Subversion of the Subject" (with
particular attention given to the workings of the Graph of
Desire), Fink's book is a work of unmatched subtlety,
depth, and detail, providing a valuable new perspective
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on one of the twentieth century's most important
thinkers. Bruce Fink is a practicing Lacanian
psychoanalyst, analytic supervisor, and professor of
psychology at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He is
the author of A Clinical Introduction to
LacanianPsychoanalysis (1997) and The Lacanian
Subject (1995). He has coedited three volumes on
Lacan's seminars and is the translator of Lacan's
Seminar XX, On Feminine Sexuality, the Limits of Love
and Knowledge (1998), Icrits: A Selection (2002), and
Icrits: The Complete Text (forthcoming).
Between 2009 and 2014, an anti-homosexuality law
circulating in the Ugandan parliament came to be the
focus of a global conversation about queer rights. The
law attracted attention for the draconian nature of its
provisions and for the involvement of US evangelical
Christian activists who were said to have lobbied for its
passage. Focusing on the Ugandan case, this book
seeks to understand the encounters and entanglements
across geopolitical divides that produce and contest
contemporary queerphobias. It investigates the impact
and memory of the colonial encounter on the politics of
sexuality, the politics of religiosity of different Christian
denominations, and the political economy of
contemporary homophobic moral panics. In addition, Out
of Time places the Ugandan experience in conversation
with contemporaneous developments in India and
Britain--three locations that are yoked together by the
experience of British imperialism and its afterlives.
Intervening in a queer theoretical literature on
temporality, Rahul Rao argues that time and space
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matter differently in the queer politics of postcolonial
countries. By employing an intersectional analysis and
drawing on a range of sources, Rao offers an original
interpretation of why queerness mutates to become a
metonym for categories such as nationality, religiosity,
race, class, and caste. The book argues that these
mutations reveal the deep grammars forged in the
violence that founds and reproduces the social
institutions in which queer difference struggles to make
space for itself.
An introduction to a broad range of topics in deep
learning, covering mathematical and conceptual
background, deep learning techniques used in industry,
and research perspectives. “Written by three experts in
the field, Deep Learning is the only comprehensive book
on the subject.” —Elon Musk, cochair of OpenAI;
cofounder and CEO of Tesla and SpaceX Deep learning
is a form of machine learning that enables computers to
learn from experience and understand the world in terms
of a hierarchy of concepts. Because the computer
gathers knowledge from experience, there is no need for
a human computer operator to formally specify all the
knowledge that the computer needs. The hierarchy of
concepts allows the computer to learn complicated
concepts by building them out of simpler ones; a graph
of these hierarchies would be many layers deep. This
book introduces a broad range of topics in deep learning.
The text offers mathematical and conceptual
background, covering relevant concepts in linear
algebra, probability theory and information theory,
numerical computation, and machine learning. It
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describes deep learning techniques used by practitioners
in industry, including deep feedforward networks,
regularization, optimization algorithms, convolutional
networks, sequence modeling, and practical
methodology; and it surveys such applications as natural
language processing, speech recognition, computer
vision, online recommendation systems, bioinformatics,
and videogames. Finally, the book offers research
perspectives, covering such theoretical topics as linear
factor models, autoencoders, representation learning,
structured probabilistic models, Monte Carlo methods,
the partition function, approximate inference, and deep
generative models. Deep Learning can be used by
undergraduate or graduate students planning careers in
either industry or research, and by software engineers
who want to begin using deep learning in their products
or platforms. A website offers supplementary material for
both readers and instructors.
A complete translation of the seminar that Jacques
Lacan gave in the course of a year's teaching within the
training programme of the Société Française de
Psychanalyse.
Presents an English translation of Jacques Lacan's most
famous work, with translations of all the papers featured
in the original French edition.
The author offers the story of a young man from the
provinces determined to leave his family fortune and its
old-fashioned values behind; the young doctor in Paris
who set out to reinvent clinical psychotherapy and ended
up transforming fundamental notions that shapes it all.
Because he spends so much time perfecting his flying
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form instead of concentrating on getting food, a seagull
is ostracized by the rest of the flock.
Jacques Lacan is one of the most challenging and
controversial of contemporary thinkers, as well as the
most influential psychoanalyst since Freud. Lacanian
theory has reached far beyond the consulting room to
engage with such diverse disciplines as literature, film,
gender and social theory. This book covers the full extent
of Lacan's career and provides an accessible guide to
Lacanian concepts and his writing on: the imaginary and
the symbolic; the Oedipus Complex and the meaning of
the phallus; the subject and the unconscious; the real;
sexual difference. Locating Lacan's work in the context
of contemporary French thought and the history of
psychoanalysis, Sean Homer's Jacques Lacan is the
ideal introduction to this influential theorist.
A startling psycholinguistic exploration of the boundaries of
love and knowledge.
Alain Badiou is arguably the most significant philosopher in
Europe today. Badiou’s seminars, given annually on major
conceptual and historical topics, constitute an enormously
important part of his work. They served as laboratories for his
thought and public illuminations of his complex ideas yet
remain little known. This book, the transcript of Badiou’s yearlong seminar on the psychoanalytic theory of Jacques Lacan,
is the first volume of his seminars to be published in English,
opening up a new and vital aspect of his thinking. In a highly
original and compelling account of Lacan’s theory and
therapeutic practice, Badiou considers the challenge that
Lacan poses to fundamental philosophical topics such as
being, the subject, and truth. Badiou argues that Lacan is a
singular figure of the “anti-philosopher,” a series of thinkers
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stretching back to Saint Paul and including Kierkegaard and
Nietzsche, with Lacan as the last great anti-philosopher of
modernity. The book offers a forceful reading of an enigmatic
yet foundational thinker and sheds light on the crucial role
that Lacan plays in Badiou’s own thought. This seminar,
more accessible than some of Badiou’s more difficult works,
will be profoundly valuable for the many readers across
academic disciplines, art and literature, and political activism
who find his thought essential.
Psychoanalysts make the best detectives! When it comes to
divining motives, deciphering ambiguous pronouncements,
detecting delusions, and foiling the tricks memory plays,
famed French analyst Jacques Lacan - turned self-proclaimed
retired Inspector Quesjac Canal - is second to none
(apologies to Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes, Agatha
Christie's Hercule Poirot, Edgar Allen Poe's Dupin, and
Umberto Eco's William of Baskerville).Reluctantly drawn into
helping hapless New York City police detectives with crimes
reported by luminaries like Rolland Saalem, music director of
the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, and involving
prominent personages like Tobias Trickler, Mayor of New
York City, and Sandra Errand, Vice-President for North
American sales at YVEH Distributors of Spirits, Canal solves
cases that are anything but what they appear to be and
mends tears of the heart and soul at the same time.
The Écrits was Jacques Lacan’s single most important text, a
landmark in psychoanalysis which epitomized his aim of
returning to Freud via structural linguistics, philosophy and
literature. Reading Lacan’s Écrits is the first extensive set of
commentaries on the complete edition of Lacan’s Écrits to be
published in English. An invaluable document in the history of
psychoanalysis, and one of the most challenging intellectual
works of the 20th Century, Lacan’s Écrits still today begs the
interpretative engagement of clinicians, scholars,
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philosophers and cultural theorists. The three volumes of
Reading Lacan’s Écrits offer just this: a series of systematic
paragraph-by-paragraph commentaries – by some of the
world’s most renowned Lacanian analysts and scholars – on
the complete edition of the Écrits, inclusive of lesser known
articles such as ‘Kant with Sade’, ‘The Youth of Gide’,
‘Science and Truth’, ‘Presentation on Transference’ and
‘Beyond the "Reality Principle"'. The originality and
importance of Lacan’s Écrits to psychoanalysis and
intellectual history is matched only by the text’s notorious
inaccessibility. Reading Lacan’s Écrits is an indispensable
companion piece and reference-text for clinicians and
scholars exploring Lacan's magnum opus. Not only does it
contextualize, explain and interrogate Lacan's arguments, it
provides multiple interpretative routes through this most
labyrinthine of texts. Reading Lacan’s Écrits provides an
incisive and accessible companion for psychoanalysts and
psychoanalytic psychotherapists in training and in practice, as
well as philosophers, cultural theorists and literary, social
science and humanities researchers who wish to draw upon
Lacan’s pivotal work.
'The only thing of which one can be guilty is of having given
ground relative to one's desire' Jacques Lacan. Is
psychoanalysis dead or are we to read frequent attacks on its
theoretical 'mistakes' and clinical 'frauds' as a proof of its
vitality? Slavoj Zizek's passionate defence of Lacan reasserts
the ethical urgency of psychoanalysis. Traditionally,
psychoanalysis was expected to allow the patient to
overcome the obstacles which prevented access to 'normal'
sexual enjoyment. Today, however, we are bombarded from
all sides by different versions of the injunction 'Enjoy!' Lacan
reminds us that psychoanalysis is the only discourse in which
you are allowed not to enjoy. Since for Lacan psychoanalysis
itself is a procedure of reading, each chapter uses a passage
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from Lacan as a tool to interpret another text from philosophy,
art or popular ideology, applying his ideas to Hegel and
Hitchcock, Shakespeare and Dostoevsky.
An introduction to psychoanalytic technique from a Lacanian
perspective. What does it mean to practice psychoanalysis as
Jacques Lacan did? How did Lacan translate his original
theoretical insights into moment-to-moment psychoanalytic
technique? And what makes a Lacanian approach to
treatment different from other approaches? These are among
the questions that Bruce Fink, a leading translator and
expositor of Lacan's work, addresses in Fundamentals of
Psychoanalytic Technique by describing and amply
exemplifying the innovative techniques (such as punctuation,
scansion, and oracular interpretation) developed by Lacan to
uncover unconscious desire, lift repression, and bring about
change. Unlike any other writer on Lacan to date, Fink
illustrates his Lacanian approach to listening, questioning,
punctuating, scanding, and interpreting with dozens of actual
clinical examples. He clearly outlines the fundamentals of
working with dreams, daydreams, and fantasies, discussing
numerous anxiety dreams, nightmares, and fantasies told to
him by his own patients. By examining transference and
countertransference in detail through the use of clinical
vignettes, Fink lays out the major differences (regarding
transference interpretation, self-disclosure, projective
identification, and the therapeutic frame) between mainstream
psychoanalytic practice and Lacanian practice. He critiques
the ever more prevalent normalizing attitude in
psychoanalysis today and presents crucial facets of Lacan's
approach to the treatment of neurosis, as well as of his
entirely different approach to the treatment of psychosis.
Fundamentals of Psychoanalytic Technique is an introduction
to psychoanalytic technique from a Lacanian perspective that
is based on Fink's many years of experience working as an
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analyst and supervising clinicians, including graduate
students in clinical psychology, social workers, psychiatrists,
psychotherapists, and psychoanalysts. Designed for a wide
range of practitioners and requiring no previous knowledge of
Lacan's work, this primer is accessible to therapists of many
different persuasions with diverse degrees of clinical
experience, from novices to seasoned analysts. Fink's goal
throughout is to present the implications of Lacan's highly
novel work for psychoanalytic technique across a broad
spectrum of interventions. The techniques covered (all of
which are designed to get at the unconscious, repression,
and repetition compulsion) can be helpful to a wide variety of
practitioners, often transforming their practices radically in a
few short months.
The Écrits was Jacques Lacan’s single most important text, a
landmark in psychoanalysis which epitomized his aim of
returning to Freud via structural linguistics, philosophy and
literature. Reading Lacan’s Écrits is the first extensive set of
commentaries on the complete edition of Lacan’s Écrits to be
published in English. An invaluable document in the history of
psychoanalysis, and one of the most challenging intellectual
works of the twentieth century, Lacan’s Écrits still today begs
the interpretative engagement of clinicians, scholars,
philosophers and cultural theorists. The three volumes of
Reading Lacan’s Écrits offer just this: a series of systematic
paragraph-by-paragraph commentaries – by some of the
world’s most renowned Lacanian analysts and scholars – on
the complete edition of the Écrits, inclusive of lesser known
articles such as ‘Kant with Sade’, ‘The Youth of Gide’,
‘Science and Truth’, ‘Presentation on Transference’ and
‘Beyond the "Reality Principle". The originality and
importance of Lacan’s Écrits to psychoanalysis and
intellectual history is matched only by the text’s notorious
inaccessibility. Reading Lacan’s Écrits is an indispensable
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companion piece and reference-text for clinicians and
scholars exploring Lacan's magnum opus. Not only does it
contextualize, explain and interrogate Lacan's arguments, it
provides multiple interpretative routes through this most
labyrinthine of texts. Reading Lacan’s Écrits provides an
incisive and accessible companion for psychoanalysts and
psychoanalytic psychotherapists in training and in practice, as
well as philosophers, cultural theorists and literary, social
science and humanities researchers who wish to draw upon
Lacan’s pivotal work.
Lacan without the jargon! Jacques Lacan was one of the
most important psychoanalysts ever to have lived. Building
upon the work of Sigmund Freud, he sought to refine
Freudian insights with the use of linguistics, arguing that the
structure of unconscious is like a language. Controversial
throughout his lifetime both for adopting mathematical
concepts in his psychoanalytic framework and for advocating
therapy sessions of varying length, he is widely
misunderstood and often unfairly dismissed as impenetrable.
In this clear, wide-ranging primer, Lionel Bailly demonstrates
how Lacan's ideas are still vitally relevant to contemporary
issues of mental health treatment. Defending Lacan from his
numerous detractors, past and present, Bailly guides the
reader through Lacan's canon, from l'objet petit a to The
Mirror Stage and beyond. Including coverage of
developments in Lacanian psychoanalysis since his death,
this is the perfect introduction to the great modern theorist.
"Roudinesco provides a finely drawn map of the intellectual
debates within French psychoanalysis, especially under the
influence of the German emigrés during the 1930s and
1940s. She is a good historian, in that she provides not only a
narrative history but also extensive passages from Lacan's
own oral-history interviews with the various figures, so that we
have not only her commentary but some flavor of the original
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documentation. Many of the quotes are gems."—Sander I.
Gilman, Bulletin of the History of Medicine
An introduction to psychoanalytic technique from a Lacanian
perspective.
" An astutely argued and elegantly written (and translated)
book on the philosophical genealogy and logical implications
of the work of Jacques Lacan." Choice
Jacques Lacan's thinking revolutionised the theory and
practice of psychoanalysis and had a major impact in fields as
diverse as film studies, literary criticism, feminist theory and
philosophy. Yet his writings are notorious for their complexity
and idiosyncratic style. Emphasising the clinical basis of
Lacan's work, An Introductory Dictionary of Lacanian
Psychoanalysis is an ideal companion to his ideas for readers
in every discipline where his influence is felt. The Dictionary
features: * over 200 entries, explaining Lacan's own
terminology and his use of common psychoanalytic
expressions * details of the historical and institutional context
of Lacan's work * reference to the origins of major concepts in
the work of Freud, Saussure, Hegel and other key thinkers * a
chronology of Lacan's life and works.
The Lacanian Tradition is unique among psychoanalytic
schools in its influence upon academic fields such as
literature, philosophy, cultural and critical studies. This book
aims to make Lacan's ideas accessible and relevant also to
mainstream psychoanalysts, and to showcase developments
in Lacanian thinking since his death in 1981. The volume
highlights the clinical usefulness of such concepts as the
paternal metaphor, the formula of fantasy, psychic structure,
the central role of desire and the interlinking of the individual
subject in the matrix of the Other. While these themes are
woven through all the papers, each is a highly individual
reflection upon some aspect of Lacanian theory, practice or
history.
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Arguably the most profound psychoanalytic thinker since
Freud, and deeply influential in many fields, Jacques Lacan
often seems opaque to those he most wanted to reach.
These are the readers Bruce Fink addresses in this clear and
practical account of Lacan's highly original approach to
therapy. Written by a clinician for clinicians, Fink's
introduction is an invaluable guide to Lacanian
psychoanalysis, how it's done, and how it differs from other
forms of therapy. While elucidating many of Lacan's
theoretical notions, the book does so from the perspective of
the practitioner faced with the pressing questions of
diagnosis, which therapeutic stance to adopt, how to involve
the patient, and how to bring about change.
Freud’s central theories explained in the context of modern
therapy. Often overlooked because he is so easy to mock,
ridicule, or just plain misunderstand, Freud introduced many
techniques for clinical practice that are still widely employed
today. Yet surprisingly, there has never been a clinical
introduction to Freud's work that might be of use to students
and professionals in their everyday lives and careers. Until
now. Bruce Fink, who is his generation's most respected
translator of Lacan's work and a profound interpreter of
Freud's, has written the definitive clinical introduction to
Freud. This book presents Freud in an eminently usable way,
providing readers with a plethora of examples from everyday
life and clinical practice illustrating the insightfulness and
continued applicability of Freud's ideas. The overriding focus
is on techniques Freud developed for going directly toward
the unconscious, illustrating how we can employ them today
and perhaps even improve on them. Fink also lays out many
of Freud's fundamental concepts—such as repression,
isolation, displacement, anxiety, affect, free association,
repetition, obsession, and wish-fulfillment—and situates them
in highly applicable clinical contexts. The emphasis
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throughout is on the myriad techniques developed by Freud
that clinicians of all backgrounds and orientations can draw
upon to put in their therapy toolbox, whether or not they
identify as "Freudians." With references ranging from Star
Trek and the Moody Blues to hard drives and unicorns, Bruce
Fink's elegant writing brings Freud into sharp focus for
clinicians of all backgrounds. To readers who ask with an
open mind "Does this approach allow me to see anything that
I had not seen before in my clinical work?" this book will offer
many new insights.
Marco Polo and his book may seem to have been well served
by scholars, yet the majority have been concerned to write
about his travels in Asia, what he did or did not see, and how
useful he is as a source on the East. John Critchley's subject,
on the other hand, is the text of Polo's book itself and the
political and ideological context - the crusades, the Mongol
missions, the French presence in Italy - in which it was put
together by its author(s), and read by its audience. The
homogeneity of the 'original' Franco-Italian text and the
accepted relationship between this text and the Latin
recensions is tested by computer analysis. An examination of
vocabulary and other textual features draws out the different
attitudes and contributions of Polo himself and his various
editors and translators. Critchley's book will be of interest not
only to those concerned with the history of later medieval
Europe but also to specialists in medieval Asia, who will find it
useful to know about the background and composition of so
famous and frequently cited a work. On pourrait penser que
Marco Polo et son livre ont ete amplement debattus par les
specialistes en la matiere, cependant la majorite a surtout
ecrit A propos de ses voyages en Asie, ce qu'il avait ou
n'avait pas vu et sur son utilite en tant que source de
references sur l'Orient. Le sujet traite par John Critchley par
contre, est le texte mAame du livre de Polo, ainsi que le
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contexte politique et ideologique - les croisades, les missions
mongoles, la presence franAaise en Italie - dans lequel il a
ete compose par son ou ses auteurs et dans lequel ses
lecteurs ont pu le lire. L'homogeneAte du texte franco-italien
d'origine et le rapport accepte entre celui-ci et les revisions
latines ont ete analyses par ordinateur. Un examen du
vocabulaire et d'autres caracteristiques litteraires fait
transparaA(R)tre les differences d'attitudes et de
contributions entre Polo

The first complete English translation of Lacan's
vital, enduring work.
2014 American Board & Academy of Psychoanalysis
Book Prize winner for Best Anthology Against
Understanding, Volume 1, explores how the process
of understanding (which can be seen to be part and
parcel of the Lacanian dimension of the imaginary)
reduces the unfamiliar to the familiar, transforms the
radically other into the same, and renders
practitioners deaf to what is actually being said in the
analytic setting. Running counter to the received
view in virtually all of contemporary psychotherapy
and psychoanalysis, Bruce Fink argues that the
current obsession with understanding – on the
patient’s part as well as on the clinician’s – is
excessive insofar as the most essential aim of
psychoanalytic treatment is change. Using numerous
case studies and clinical vignettes, Fink illustrates
that the ability of clinicians to detect the unconscious
through slips of the tongue, slurred speech, mixed
metaphors, and other instances of "misspeaking" is
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compromised by an emphasis on understanding the
why and wherefore of patients’ symptoms and
behavior patterns. He shows that the dogged search
for conscious knowledge about those symptoms and
patterns, by patients and practitioners alike, often
thwart rather than foster change, which requires
ongoing access to the unconscious and extensive
work with it. In this first part of a two-volume
collection of papers, many of which have never
before appeared in print, Bruce Fink provides ample
evidence of the curative powers of speech that
operate without the need for any sort of explicit,
articulated knowledge. Against Understanding,
Volume 1 brings Lacanian theory alive in a way that
is unique, demonstrating the therapeutic force of a
technique that relies far more on the virtues of
speech in the analytic setting than on a conscious
realization about anything whatsoever on patients’
parts. This volume will be of interest to
psychoanalysts, psychotherapists, psychiatrists,
psychologists, social workers, and counselors.
What does Lacan show us? He shows us that desire
is not a biological function; that it is not correlated
with a natural object; and that its object is fantasized.
Because of this, desire is extravagant. It cannot be
grasped by those who might try to master it. It plays
tricks on them. Yet if it is not recognized, it produces
symptoms. In psychoanalysis, the goal is to
interpret—that is, to read—the message regarding
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desire that is harbored within the symptom. Although
desire upsets us, it also inspires us to invent artifices
that can serve us as a compass. An animal species
has a single natural compass. Human beings, on the
other hand, have multiple compasses: signifying
montages and discourses. They tell you what to do:
how to think, how to enjoy, and how to reproduce.
Yet each person's fantasy remains irreducible to
shared ideals. Up until recently, all of our
compasses, no matter how varied, pointed in the
same direction: toward the Father. We considered
the patriarch to be an anthropological invariant. His
decline accelerated owing to increasing equality, the
growth of capitalism, and the ever-greater
domination of technology. We have reached the end
of the Father Age. Another discourse is in the
process of taking the former's place. It champions
innovation over tradition; networks over hierarchies;
the draw of the future over the weight of the past;
femininity over virility. Where there had previously
been a fixed order, transformational flows constantly
push back any and all limits. Freud was a product of
the Father Age. He did a great deal to save it. The
Catholic Church finally realized this. Lacan followed
the way paved by Freud, but it led him to posit that
the father is a symptom. He demonstrates that here
using Hamlet as an example. What people have
latched onto about Lacan's work—his formalization of
the Oedipus complex and his emphasis on the NamePage 16/23
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of-the-Father—was merely his point of departure.
Seminar VI already revises this: the Oedipus
complex is not the only solution to desire, it is merely
a normalized form thereof; it is, moreover, a
pathogenic form; it does not exhaustively explain
desire’s course. Hence the eulogy of perversion with
which this seminar ends: Lacan views perversion
here as a rebellion against the identifications that
assure the maintenance of social routines. This
Seminar predicted “the revamping of formally
established conformisms and even their explosion.”
We have reached that point. Lacan is talking about
us.
‘The unfulfilled and unsatisfied mother around whom
the child ascends the upward slope of his narcissism
is someone real. She is right there, and like all other
unfulfilled creatures, she is in search of what she can
devour, quaerens quem devoret. What the child
once found as a means of quashing the symbolic
unfulfilment is what he may possibly find across from
him again as a wide-open maw... To be devoured is
a grave danger that our fantasies reveal to us. We
find it at the origin, and we find it again at this turn in
the path where it yields us the essential form in
which phobia presents. We find it again when we
look at the fears of Little Hans... With the support of
what I have shown you today, you will better see the
relationships between phobia and perversion... I will
go so far as to say that you will interpret the case
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better than did Freud himself.’ Extract from Chapter
XI ‘It’s no accident that what has been perceived
but dimly, yet perceived nevertheless, is that
castration bears just as much relation to the mother
as to the father. We can see in the description of the
primordial situation how maternal castration implies
for the child the possibility of devoration and biting.
In relation to this anteriority of maternal castration,
paternal castration is a substitute.’ Extract from
Chapter XXI ‘[In the case of little Hans] the initial
transformation, which will prove decisive, [is] the
transformation of the biting into the unscrewing of
the bathtub, which is something utterly different, in
particular for the relationship between the
protagonists. Voraciously to bite the mother, as an
act or an apprehension of her altogether natural
signification, indeed to dread in return the notorious
biting that is incarnated by the horse, is something
quite different from unscrewing, from ousting, the
mother, and mobilising her in this business, bringing
her into the system as a whole, for this first time as a
mobile element and, by like token, an element that is
equivalent to all the rest.’ Extract from Chapter XXIII
Quintessentially fascinating, love intrigues and
perplexes us, and drives much of what we do in life.
As wary as we may be of its illusions and
disappointments, many of us fall blindly into its traps
and become ensnared time and again. Deliriously
mad excitement turns to disenchantment, if not
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deadening repetition, and we wonder how we shall
ever break out of this vicious cycle. Can
psychoanalysis – with ample assistance from
philosophers, poets, novelists, and songwriters –
give us a new perspective on the wellsprings and
course of love? Can it help us fathom how and why
we are often looking for love in all the wrong places,
and are fundamentally confused about “what love
really is”? In this lively and wide-ranging exploration
of love throughout the ages, Fink argues that it can.
Taking within his compass a vast array of traditions –
from Antiquity to the courtly love poets, Christian
love, and Romanticism – and providing an in-depth
examination of Freud and Lacan on love and libido,
Fink unpacks Lacan’s paradoxical claim that “love is
giving what you don’t have.” He shows how the
emptiness or lack we feel within ourselves gets
covered over or entwined in love, and how it is
possible and indeed vital to give something to
another that we feel we ourselves don’t have. This
first-ever commentary on Lacan’s Seminar VIII,
Transference, provides readers with a clear and
systematic introduction to Lacan’s views on love. It
will be of great value to students and scholars of
psychology and of the humanities generally, and to
analysts of all persuasions.
From the tragedy of 9/11 to the farce of the financial
meltdown.
In his famous seminar on ethics, Jacques Lacan
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uses this question as his departure point for a reexamination of Freud's work and the experience of
psychoanalysis in relation to ethics. Delving into the
psychoanalyst's inevitable involvement with ethical
questions, Lacan clarifies many of his key concepts.
During the seminar he discusses the problem of
sublimation, the paradox of jouissance, the essence
of tragedy, and the tragic dimension of analytical
experience. One of the most influential French
intellectuals of this century, Lacan is seen here at
the height of his powers.
A major new translation of one of the most influential
psychoanalytic works of modern times.
In this book the author presents his reading of
psychoanalysis in the spirit of its founder Sigmund
Freud, and explores the transformations of Freud's
work by his followers. The author notes that some of
these followers trimmed it down even to exclude the
death drive, which was one of Freud's fundamental
principles. Freud's theory has also been transformed
by Lacan, who, in the mid-1950s embarked on a
lifelong enterprise to recast it in a fruitful debate with
the sciences and the humanities. Such a
transformation brought by Lacan was (somewhat
paradoxically) necessary to show the importance of
Freud's findings for the understanding of subjectivity.
The author's writings, and especially the seminars
for which he has become famous, have provoked
intense controversies in French analytic circles,
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requiring as they do a radical reappraisal of the
legacy bequeathed by Freud. This volume is based
on a year's seminar, which is of particular
importance because he was addressing a larger,
less specialist audience than ever before, amongst
whom he could not assume familiarity with his work.
For his listeners then, and for his readers now, he
wanted "to introduce a certain coherence into the
major concepts on which psycho-analysis is based",
namely the unconscious, repetition, the transference
and the drive. In re-defining these four concepts he
explores the question that, as he puts it, moves from
"Is psycho-analysis a science?" to "What is a
science that includes psycho-analysis?"
A stunning young analyst-in-training keels over dead
in front of three hundred guests at her Institute's
annual conference. It looks like murder. But initial
inquiries suggest she was liked by one and all: her
teachers, supervisors, fellow-students, and even
patients. New York's finest are forced to call upon
Inspector Canal, an allegedly former French secret
serviceman now living in Manhattan (loosely based
on the inimitable Parisian psychoanalyst, Jacques
Lacan), to penetrate the calm demeanor of the dead
woman's professional entourage. More daring than
ever, changing identities and donning the most
unlikely of disguises before, during, and even after a
mad Halloween party, Canal feels his way through a
minefield of denials and dissimulations, trying not to
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trigger any further detonations. As in his previous
escapades, the Frenchman gets caught up in the
misadventures of Eros while attempting to solve ageold and newer forms of crimes of the heart, grappling
with the biggest mysteries of them all: love and
death.
About this Book... "A major and long overdue
addition to the America/English psychoanalytic
literature. . . . All major concepts—among them the
mirror stage, the Name-of-the-Father, metaphor and
metonymy, the phallus, the foreclosure of the
subject—are developed in depth." -Nicholas
Kouretsas, Harvard Medical School
The work of Jaques Lacan, eminent French
psychoanalyst and influential thinker (1901-1981), is
recognized as being of vital importance to
psychoanalysts, philosophers, and all those
concerned with the the study of man and language.
Its value is not limited to the field of psychoanalysis
alone, but provides the basis for a new philosophy of
man and a new theory of discourse. It is, however,
notoriously difficult for the non-specialist reader to
come to terms with Lacan's reading of Freud and his
investigations of the unconscious. Until now, there
has been no satisfactory general introduction to
Lacan, and this first general exposition of his work,
translated and revised from the French edition, is
designed to provide the conceptual tools which will
enable the reader to study Lacan using the original
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texts.
Psychoanalysts make the best detectives! When it
comes to divining motives, deciphering ambiguous
pronouncements, detecting delusions, and foiling the
tricks memory plays, famed French analyst Jacques
Lacan - turned self-proclaimed retired Inspector
Quesjac Canal - is second to none (apologies to
Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes, Agatha Christie's
Hercule Poirot, Edgar Allen Poe's Dupin, and
Umberto Eco's William of Baskerville). Reluctantly
drawn into helping hapless New York City police
detectives with crimes reported by luminaries like
Rolland Saalem, music director of the New York
Philharmonic Orchestra, and involving prominent
personages like Tobias Trickler, Mayor of New York
City, and Sandra Errand, Vice-President for North
American sales at YVEH Distributors of Spirits,
Canal solves cases that are anything but what they
appear to be and mends tears of the heart and soul
at the same time.
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