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Interest in the study of kinship, a key area of anthropological enquiry, has recently reemerged. Dubbed 'the new kinship',
this interest was stimulated by the 'new genetics' and revived interest in kinship and family patterns. This volume
investigates the impact of biotechnology on contemporary understandings of kinship, of family and 'belonging' in a variety
of European settings and reveals similarities and differences in how kinship is conceived. What constitutes kinship for
different publics? How significant are biogenetic links? What does family resemblance tell us? Why is genetically
modified food an issue? Are 'genes' and 'blood' interchangeable? It has been argued that the recent prominence of
genetic science and genetic technologies has resulted in a 'geneticization' of social life; the ethnographic examples
presented here do show shifts occurring in notions of 'nature' and of what is 'natural'. But, they also illustrate the
complexity of contemporary kinship thinking in Europe and the continued interconnectedness of biological and
sociological understandings of relatedness and the relationship between nature and nurture.
Instead of seeing the family as a 'monolithic' entity, as though separate from its surroundings, this new approach draws
attention to assemblages of various types that in different constellations and through different transactions relate people
to each other as families and kin.
In this interdisciplinary collaboration, an international group of scholars have come together to suggest new directions for
the study of the family in Scotland circa 1300-1750. Contributors apply tools from across a range of disciplines including
art history, literature, music, gender studies, anthropology, history and religious studies to assess creatively the broad
range of sources which inform our understanding of the pre-modern Scottish family. A central purpose of this volume is to
encourage further studies in this area by highlighting the types of sources available, as well as actively engaging in
broader historiographical debates to demonstrate how important and effective family studies are to advancing our
understanding of the past. Articles in the first section demonstrate the richness and variety of sources that exist for
studies of the Scottish family. These essays clearly highlight the uniqueness, feasibility and value of family studies for preindustrial Scotland. The second and third sections expand upon the arguments made in part one to demonstrate the
importance of family studies for engaging in broader historiographical issues. The focus of section two is internal to the
family. These articles assess specific family roles and how they interact with broader social forces/issues. In the final
section the authors explore issues of kinship ties (an issue particularly associated with popular images of Scotland) to
examine how family networks are used as a vehicle for social organization.
Inheritance, once the preserve of the propertied upper classes, has become a much more common experience. Many
more people now than in the past have something of material value to bequeath when they die, mainly because of the
spread of home ownership during the second half of the twentieth century. Passing On examines what these changes
can tell us about kinship in England, through a study of how contemporary families handle inheritance. Based on the
findings of a major research project into inheritance and kinship, Passing On examines how it is transmitted, 'who gets
what' and the meaning this has for individuals and families. The authors argue that we should understand English kinship
as a set of relational practices which are flexible and variable, rather than as a rigid structure or system. Inheritance is
characterised more by symbolic practices and moral reasoning than by materialism. Of interest to lecturers and students
of sociology, anthropology, social policy, law and gender studies, Passing On is also of considerable interest to those
seeking to understand changing forms of kinship and ownership, especially researchers, policy makers and legal
practitioners.
Using the evidence of wills and inventories, Jeanne Jones has built up a detailed picture of everyday life in Stratford, with
chapters on where and how people lived, what they did for a living, standards of literacy, marriage, families and friends
In this 2005 book, leading historians examine sanctity and sacred space in Europe during and after the religious
upheavals of the early modern period.
The Routledge History of Women in Early Modern Europe is a comprehensive and ground-breaking survey of the lives of
women in early-modern Europe between 1450 and 1750. Covering a period of dramatic political and cultural change, the
book challenges the current contours and chronologies of European history by observing them through the lens of female
experience. The collaborative research of this book covers four themes: the affective world; practical knowledge for life;
politics and religion; arts, science and humanities. These themes are interwoven through the chapters, which encompass
all areas of women’s lives: sexuality, emotions, health and wellbeing, educational attainment, litigation and the practical
and leisured application of knowledge, skills and artistry from medicine to theology. The intellectual lives of women,
through reading and writing, and their spirituality and engagement with the material world, are also explored. So too is the
sheer energy of female work, including farming and manufacture, skilled craft and artwork, theatrical work and scientific
enquiry. The Routledge History of Women in Early Modern Europe revises the chronological and ideological parameters
of early-modern European history by opening the reader’s eyes to an exciting age of female productivity, social
engagement and political activism across European and transatlantic boundaries. It is essential reading for students and
researchers of early-modern history, the history of women and gender studies.
Despite the importance of the subject to contemporaries, this is the first monograph to look at the institution of
godparenthood in early modern English society. Utilising a wealth of hitherto largely neglected primary source data, this
work explores godparenthood, using it as a framework to illuminate wider issues of spiritual kinship and theological
change. It has become increasingly common for general studies of family and religious life in pre-industrial England to
make reference to the spiritual kinship evident in the institution of godparenthood. However, although there have been a
number of important studies of the impact of the institution in other periods, this is the first detailed monograph devoted to
the subject in early modern England. This study is possible due to the survival, contrary to many expectations, of
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relatively large numbers of parish registers that recorded the identities of godparents in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. By utilising this hitherto largely neglected data, in conjunction with evidence gleaned from over 20,000 Wills
and numerous other biographical, legal and theological sources, Coster has been able to explore fully the institution of
godparenthood and the role it played in society. This book takes the opportunity to study an institution which interacted
with a range of social and cultural factors, and to assess the nature of these elements within early modern English
society. It also allows the findings of such an investigation to be compared with the assumptions that have been made
about the fortunes of the institution in the context of a changing European society. The recent historiography of religion in
this period has focused attention on popular elements of religious practice, and stressed the conservatism of a society
faced with dramatic theological and ritual change. In this context a study of godparenthood can make a contribution to
understanding how religious change occurred and the ways in which popular religious practice was affected.
This book explores non-consensual adoption - an area of law which has sparked considerable debate amongst
academics, practitioners and the judiciary nationally and internationally. The emphasis of this book is on the
circumstances in which non-consensual adoption may be regarded as a proportionate measure and when less severe
forms of intervention, such as long-term foster care or kinship care, may also meet children's needs while providing
protection to children's rights under the European Convention on Human Rights. The book builds on existing literature on
adoption law but takes the discussion in new directions, placing an emphasis on the need to closely scrutinise children's
and parents' rights at all stages of the adoption process, not simply when parents appeal against the making of an
adoption order. A unique feature of this book is its emphasis on routinely incorporating key provisions from the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child into analysis when determining whether an adoption order is a
proportionate measure.
In Monarchy and Incest in Renaissance England, Bruce Thomas Boehrer argues that a preoccupation with incest is built
not the dominant social and cultural concerns of early modern England. Proceeding from a study of Henry III's divorce
and succession legislation, through the reigns of Elizabeth I, James I, and Charles I, this work examines the interrelation
between family politics and literary expression in and around the English royal court.
First published in 1999, this work draws together a multi-national collection of papers, and aims to stimulate the
development of policy and practice in this often neglected area. It aims to offer examples of good social work practice,
informed by relevant theoretical insights; to give a voice to kinship foster carers and young people so that practice can be
informed by an understanding of their experience; to share the results of current research; to highlight issues for policy
makers; and to place the issues in the wider international context of developing social policy, ideology and social change.
There are contributions from the UK, Poland, the Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, the US and New Zealand.
This study reconstructs the lives of urban business families during England's emergence as a world economic power.
While historians have made the history of family life a key area of scholarly study, the diversity of methods, sources,
areas of interest and conclusions this has produced, have made it one of the most difficult for readers to approach.Family
& Kinship in England 1450-1800 guides the reader through the changing relationships that made up the nature of family
life. It gives a clear introduction to many of the intriguing areas of interest that this field of history has opened up,
including childhood, youth, marriage, sexuality and death. The book provides: An understanding of how the family has
developed from the late medieval period to the beginnings of industrialisation. A synthesis of the varied work of other
historians, which helps to understand the often disjointed or contradictory research into this area. A glossary of technical
terms used by historians to describe the family in the past. Contemporary documents and illustrations, allowing readers
to familiarise themselves with the business of understanding people in the past. Written in an engaging and accessible
manner, Family & Kinship in England 1450-1800 stimulates interest in a fascinating topic and allows readers to pursue
their own interests in the history of family life in the past.
2007 assessment of the most important research published in the past three decades on the English family.
In the best of times and in darker days, the strong family unit is one of the most valuable building blocks of our societies.
The Cornish family, in its individuality, in its far-flung breadth and with its sense of worldwide community, is a vigorous
example of this truth. In this magnificent book, Dr Bernard Deacon explores who we are, our forefathers and our
descendants, where we come from and where we are headed and how these major themes are expressed in the
meaning of our names.
The family is a major area of scholarly research and public debate. Many studies have explored the English family in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, focusing on husbands and wives, parents and children. The Ties that Bind explores
in depth the other key dimension: the place of brothers and sisters in family life, and in society. Moralists urged mutual
love and support between siblings, but recognized that sibling rivalry was a common and potent force. The widespread
practice of primogeniture made England distinctive. The eldest son inherited most of the estate and with it, a moral
obligation to advance the welfare of his brothers and sisters. The Ties that Bind explores how this operated in practice,
and shows how the resentment of younger brothers and sisters made sibling relationships a heated issue in this period,
in family life, in print, and also on the stage.
Kinship and Continuity is a vivid ethnographic account of the development of the Pakistani presence in Oxford, from after
World War II to the present day. Alison Shaw addresses the dynamics of migration, patterns of residence and kinship,
ideas about health and illness, and notions of political and religious authority, and discusses the transformations and
continuities of the lives of British Pakistanis against the backdrop of rural Pakistan and local socio-economic changes.
This is a fully updated, revised edition of the book first published in 1988.
"A wonderfully vivid, accurately observed portrait of a way of life, whose value as a historical document increases as the
East End of small factories, docks and busy streets of row houses disappears, and with it the culture of the old Bethnal
Page 2/5

Acces PDF Family And Kinship In England 1450 1800 Seminar Studies In History
Green."—Dolores Hayden, author of The Grand Domestic Revolution
Kinship care – the care of children by grandparents, other relatives or friends – is a major part of foster care, yet there are
distinct issues that arise in care involving family rather than 'stranger' foster carers. This book takes an in-depth look at
what goes on 'inside' kinship care. It explores the dynamics and relationships between family members that are involved
in kinship care, including mothers, grandparents, siblings and the wider family. Chapters also discuss issues such as
safeguarding, assessment, therapy, encouraging permanence, placement breakdown, support groups, and cultural
issues. The final part of the book looks at kinship care from an international perspective, with examples from New
Zealand, Australia, South Africa and the United States. Drawing on a range of theoretical perspectives and with
contributions from different branches of kinship care, this book provides an invaluable overview of the issues involved
and how to provide effective support. It will be essential reading for all those working in the kinship care field, including
social workers, therapists, counsellors, psychologists and family lawyers.
What meaning did human kinship possess in a world regulated by Biblical time, committed to the primacy of spiritual
relationships, and bound by the sinews of divine love? In the process of exploring this question, Hans Hummer offers a
searching re-examination of kinship in Europe between late Roman times and the high middle ages, the period bridging
Europe's primitive past and its modern future. Visions of Kinship in Medieval Europe critiques the modernist and Western
bio-genealogical and functionalist assumptions that have shaped kinship studies since their inception in the nineteenth
century, when Biblical time collapsed and kinship became a signifier of the essential secularity of history and a method
for conceptualizing a deep prehistory guided by autogenous human impulses. Hummer argues that this understanding of
kinship is fundamentally antagonistic to medieval sentiments and is responsible for the frustrations researchers have
encountered as they have tried to identify the famously elusive kin groups of medieval Europe. He delineates an
alternative ethnographic approach inspired by recent anthropological work that privileges indigenous expressions of
kinship and the interpretive potential of native ontologies. This study reveals that kinship in the middle ages was not
biological, primitive, or a regulator of social mechanisms; nor was it traceable by bio-genealogical connections. In the
Middle Ages, kinship signified a sociality that flowed from convictions about the divine source of all things and which
wove together families, institutions, and divinities into an expansive eschatological vision animated by 'the most righteous
principle of love'.
The essays in this volume offer fresh and innovative considerations both of how children interacted with the world of print,
and of how childhood circulated in the literary cultures of the eighteenth century. They engage with not only the texts
produced for the period’s newly established children’s book market, but also with the figure of the child as it was
employed for a variety of purposes in literatures for adult readers. Embracing a wide range of methodological and
disciplinary perspectives and considering a variety of contexts, these essays explore childhood as a trope that gained
increasing cultural significance in the period, while also recognizing children as active agents in the worlds of familial and
social interaction. Together, they demonstrate the varied experiences of the eighteenth-century child alongside the
shifting, sometimes competing, meanings that attached themselves to childhood during a period in which it became the
subject of intensified interest in literary culture.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. This fascinating
study investigates the experience of English poverty between 1700 and 1900 and the ways in which the poor made ends meet.
The phrase ‘economy of makeshifts’ has often been used to summarise the patchy, desperate and sometimes failing strategies of
the poor for material survival. In The poor of England some of the leading, young historians of welfare examine how advantages
gained from access to common land, mobilisation of kinship support, resorting to crime, and other marginal resources could prop
up struggling households. The essays attempt to explain how and when the poor secured access to these makeshifts and suggest
how the balance of these strategies might change over time or be modified by gender, life-cycle and geography. This book
represents the single most significant attempt in print to supply the English ‘economy of makeshifts’ with a solid, empirical basis
and to advance the concept of makeshifts from a vague but convenient label to a more precise yet inclusive definition.
The Rise of the Egalitarian Family: Aristocratic Kinship and Domestic Relations in Eighteenth-Century England illustrates the two
major changes that the European family has undergone in the thousand years of its history. The book discusses kindred and
patrilineage; settlement and marriage; as well as patriarchy and domesticity. The text also describes childbearing; the relationship
of mothers and infants; fathers and children relationship. Moralists, historians, and people interested in this type of writing will find
the book invaluable.
In this book, the author provides a detailed analysis of kinship, household and family relations in early modern France. He
discusses the strength of kinship and family ties, the structure of households, the rights and duties of husband and wife, their
authority over their children, the role of the family in education, the position of servants within the family, the attitudes and
sentiments of different family members towards each other and the differences between noble and peasant families. He also deals
with the changes in the patterns of sexual life that occurred in this period and investigates the beginnings of birth control in the late
eighteenth century, and the possibilities or abortion and divorce. Professor Flandrin uses primarily documentary evidence from
early modern France, but also draws comparisons with England in the same period, and with the medieval and modern family. His
book provides a fascinating account of the intimate life of men and women in past society, and shows how that society has exerted
a lasting influence on the behaviour of our contemporaries.
Gothic Tombs of Kinship is a study of one monumental tomb type in Northern Europe, traced from the thirteenth through the
fifteenth centuries. This is the first extensive treatment that recognizes the kinship tomb for what it is, rather than compounding it
with its celebrated counterpart, the ceremonial tomb, where the final rites or funeral procession of the deceased are represented.
The unique characteristic of a tomb of kinship is that it includes a figurative representation of a family tree. This book establishes
the kinship tomb as an important Northern European iconographical type, equal in interest to the ceremonial tomb as a
manifestation of the mentality of the late Middle Ages. It traces the development of the type from its inception in France and
diffusion in the Low Countries and England until its vulgarization in prefabricated tombstones and alabaster tombs in the fifteenth
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century. The study demonstrates that after being imported into England in the late thirteenth century, the kinship tomb became a
vehicle for Edward III's assertion of his claim to the French throne and, inspired by the king and court, the preferred type of the
fourteenth-century English baron. Limited to the princes and knights and their ladies in the thirteenth century, the tomb was
adopted by the minor gentry and the middle class by the late fourteenth century, with a corresponding change from an extended
family program to one confined to the nuclear family. Gothic Tombs of Kinship identifies a representative number of kinship tombs
from the period and the territories that marked their apogee, deciphers their programs, and places them in their cultural context.
Children are frequently cared for by relatives and friends when parents, for whatever reason, are unable to care for their children
themselves. Yet there has been very little information about how well children do when placed with kin or how safe they are in
these placements. This book compares formal kinship care to traditional foster placements in order to ascertain which children are
placed with kin, in what circumstances, how well such children progress, and how often these placements disrupt. The authors
explore whether children placed with family and friends fare better or worse than other foster children, what services are provided
and needed, and how kin care is experienced by carers, children and social workers. This book will be essential reading for social
workers, policy makers, students and all those working with looked-after children, and will enable local authorities to make
informed decisions about where best to place children and the support needed by family and friend carers.
With a few notable exceptions, sociological studies of poor, native-born, non-ethnic whites in rural areas are rare. This book
corrects this oversight with an ethnographic study of a small, poor, white, heartland community that the author calls "Potter
Addition." The community consists of some 100 families and is located on the rural-urban fringe of a medium-sized Midwestern
city. Poverty, Family, and Kinship in a Heartland Community is the story of three generations of rural families who, one after
another, have been driven from the land during the last seventy-five years. Harvey argues against the grain of a number of recent
studies that "Potter Addition's" poverty, like much modern poverty, has its origins in the productive contradictions of late capitalism.
It is not the result of some moral or motivational defect of the poor themselves. At the same time he shows, even as they struggle
to survive their uncertain niche and learn how to adapt, these families play an active role in reproducing the everyday material and
cultural details of their poverty from the substance of their daily experiences. Working from this premise, Harvey provides a
detailed ethnographic description of "Potter Addition" and its people. The volume focuses especially on the family and kinship
structures that have developed in "Potter Addition" and shows how they fit into the overall response of the poor to their uncertain
and unpredictable class situation. This is a unique effort by a knowledgeable researcher who, in this work, boldly steps outside
conventional realms of discourse in sociology and geography. David L. Harvey is professor of sociology at the University of
Nevada, Reno. He is interested in the fields of chaos theory and social revolution and what they mean for sociological research.
He has written many articles on chaos theory and its application in the social sciences.
Family and Kinship in England, 1450-1800Routledge
This is a major new textbook, designed for students in all disciplines seeking an introduction to the very latest research on all
aspects of women's lives in Europe from 1500 to 1750, and on the development of the notions of masculinity and femininity. The
coverage is geographically broad, ranging from Spain to Scandinavia, and from Russia to Ireland, and the topics investigated
include the female life-cycle, literacy, women's economic role, sexuality, artistic creations, female piety - and witchcraft - and the
relationship between gender and power. To aid students each chapter contains extensive notes on further reading (but few
footnotes), and the approach throughout is designed to render the subject in as accessible and stimulating manner as possible.
Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe is suitable for usage on numerous courses in women's history, early modern
European history, and comparative history.
The history of the voluntary sector in British towns and cities has received increasing scholarly attention in recent years.
Nevertheless, whilst there have been a number of valuable contributions looking at issues such as charity as a key welfare
provider, charity and medicine, and charity and power in the community, there has been no book length exploration of the role and
position of the recipient. By focusing on the recipients of charity, rather than the donors or institutions, this volume tackles
searching questions of social control and cohesion, and the relationship between providers and recipients in a new and revealing
manner. It is shown how these issues changed over the course of the nineteenth century, as the frontier between the state and the
voluntary sector shifted away from charity towards greater reliance on public finance, workers' contributions, and mutual aid. In
turn, these new sources of assistance enriched civil society, encouraging democratization, empowerment and social inclusion for
previously marginalized members of the community. The book opens with an introduction that locates medicine, charity and
mutual aid within their broad historiographical and urban contexts. Twelve archive-based, inter-related chapters follow. Their main
chronological focus is the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, which witnessed such momentous changes in the attitudes to,
and allocation of, charity and poor relief. However, individual chapters on the early modern period, the eighteenth century and the
aftermath of the Second World War provide illuminating context and help ensure that the volume provides a systematic overview
of the subject that will be of interest to social, urban, and medical historians.
This 2001 book concerns the history of the family in eighteenth-century England. Naomi Tadmor provides an interpretation of
concepts of household, family and kinship starting from her analysis of contemporary language (in the diaries of Thomas Turner; in
conduct treatises by Samuel Richardson and Eliza Haywood; in three novels, Richardson's Pamela and Clarissa and Haywood's
The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless and a variety of other sources). Naomi Tadmor emphasises the importance of the
household in constructing notions of the family in the eighteenth century. She uncovers a vibrant language of kinship which recasts
our understanding of kinship ties in the period. She also shows how strong ties of 'friendship' formed vital social, economic and
political networks among kin and non-kin. Family and Friends in Eighteenth-Century England makes a substantial contribution to
eighteenth-century history, and will be of value to all historians and literary scholars of the period.
This collection of essays examines women's involvement in politics in early modern England, as writers, as members of kinship
and patronage networks, and as petitioners, intermediaries and patrons. It challenges conventional conceptualizations of female
power and influence, defining 'politics' broadly in order to incorporate women excluded from formal, male-dominated state
institutions. The chapters embrace a range of interdisciplinary approaches: historical, literary, palaeographic, linguistic and gender
based. They deal with a variety of issues related to female intervention within political spheres, including women's rhetorical,
persuasive and communicative skills; the production by women of a range of texts that can be termed 'political'; the politicization of
marital, family and kinship networks; and female involvement in patronage and court politics. Women and Politics in Early Modern
England, 1450-700 also looks at ways in which images of female power and authority were represented within canonical texts,
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such as Shakespeare's plays and Milton's epic poetry. The volume extends the range of areas and texts for the study of women,
gender and politics, and locates women's political, social and cultural activities within the contexts of the family, locality and wider
national stage. It argues for a blurring of the boundaries between the traditional categories of the 'public' and the 'private,' the
'domestic' and the 'political'; and enhances our understanding of the ways in which women exerted political force through informal,
intimate and personal, as well as more official, and formal channels of power. As a whole the book makes an important
contribution to the reassessment of early modern politics from the perspective of women.
Family and Kinship in England 1450-1800 guides the reader through the changing relationships that made up the nature of family
life from the late medieval period to the beginnings of industrialisation. It gives a clear introduction to many of the intriguing areas
of interest that this field of history has opened up, including childhood, youth, marriage, sexuality and death. This book introduces
the elements that made up family life at different stages of its development, from creation to dissolution, and traces the degree to
which family life in England changed throughout the early modern period. It also provides a valuable synthesis of the debates and
research on the history of the family, highlighting the different ways historians have investigated the topic in the past. This new
edition has been fully updated to incorporate the latest research on urban communities, emotions and interactions between the
family and the parish, town and state. Supported by a range of compelling primary source documents, a glossary of terms, a
chronology and a who’s who of key characters, this is an essential resource for any student of the history of the family.
The Eighteenth century is often represented, applying Tom Paine's phrase, as 'The Age of Reason': an age when progressive
ideals triumphed over autocracy and obscurantism, and when notions of order and balance shaped consciousness in every sphere
of human knowledge. Yet the debates which surrounded the development of Eighteenth-century thought were always open to
troubling doubts. Was nature itself truly an ordered entity, as Newton had argued, or was it a mass of chaotic, randomly moving
atoms, as some materialist thinkers believed? This book explores the tensions and conflicts in these debates through a series of
interdisciplinary essays from leading international scholars, each challenging the idea that the Eighteenth century was an age of
order.
This book explores the ways that families were formed and re-formed, and held together and fractured, in Britain from the
sixteenth to twentieth century. The chapters build upon the argument, developed in the 1990s and 2000s, that the nuclear family
form, the bedrock of understandings of the structure and function of family and kinship units, provides a wholly inadequate lens
through which to view the British family. Instead the volume's contributors point to families and households with porous
boundaries, an endless capacity to reconstitute themselves, and an essential fluidity to both the form of families, and the family
and kinship relationships that stood in the background. This book offers a re-reading, and reconsideration of the existing pillars of
family history in Britain. It examines areas such as: Scottish kinship patterns, work patterns of kin in Post Office families, stepfamily
relations, the role of family in managing lunatic patients, and the fluidity associated with a range of professional families in the
nineteenth century. Chapter 8 of this book is available open access under a CC BY 4.0 license at link.springer.com
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