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It is widely acknowledged that children need structure, security, stability and attachment to
develop and flourish, and that the father is an important part of this. Issues such as high
divorce rates, new family structures, increased mobility, women's liberation and contraception
are very common in society. This book sets out to explore what has happened to men and to
fathers during all these changes and transitions. Judith Trowell and Alicia Etchegoyen, along
with an array of renowned contributors, consider the importance of fathers in various situations,
including: the role of the father at different stage of children's development the missing father
loss of a father grandfathers. It is argued that the father is important, not only to support the
main carer (usually the mother) but also to provide a caring, thinking, comfortable, confident
presence.
Often controversial, always inspired, French intellectual Jacques Lacan begins the twentieth
year of his famous Seminar by weighing theories of the relationship between the desire for love
and the attainment of knowledge from such influential and diverse thinkers as Aristotle, Marx,
and Freud. From here he leads us through mathematics, philosophy, religion, and, naturally,
psychoanalysis into an entirely new and unexpected way of interpreting the two most
fundamental human drives. Anticipated by English-speaking readers for more than twenty
years, this annotated translation presents Lacan's most sophisticated work on love, desire, and
jouissance.
What does Lacan show us? He shows us that desire is not a biological function; that it is not
correlated with a natural object; and that its object is fantasized. Because of this, desire is
extravagant. It cannot be grasped by those who might try to master it. It plays tricks on them.
Yet if it is not recognized, it produces symptoms. In psychoanalysis, the goal is to interpret—that
is, to read—the message regarding desire that is harbored within the symptom. Although desire
upsets us, it also inspires us to invent artifices that can serve us as a compass. An animal
species has a single natural compass. Human beings, on the other hand, have multiple
compasses: signifying montages and discourses. They tell you what to do: how to think, how to
enjoy, and how to reproduce. Yet each person's fantasy remains irreducible to shared ideals.
Up until recently, all of our compasses, no matter how varied, pointed in the same direction:
toward the Father. We considered the patriarch to be an anthropological invariant. His decline
accelerated owing to increasing equality, the growth of capitalism, and the ever-greater
domination of technology. We have reached the end of the Father Age. Another discourse is in
the process of taking the former's place. It champions innovation over tradition; networks over
hierarchies; the draw of the future over the weight of the past; femininity over virility. Where
there had previously been a fixed order, transformational flows constantly push back any and
all limits. Freud was a product of the Father Age. He did a great deal to save it. The Catholic
Church finally realized this. Lacan followed the way paved by Freud, but it led him to posit that
the father is a symptom. He demonstrates that here using Hamlet as an example. What people
have latched onto about Lacan's work—his formalization of the Oedipus complex and his
emphasis on the Name-of-the-Father—was merely his point of departure. Seminar VI already
revises this: the Oedipus complex is not the only solution to desire, it is merely a normalized
form thereof; it is, moreover, a pathogenic form; it does not exhaustively explain desire’s
course. Hence the eulogy of perversion with which this seminar ends: Lacan views perversion
here as a rebellion against the identifications that assure the maintenance of social routines.
This Seminar predicted “the revamping of formally established conformisms and even their
explosion.” We have reached that point. Lacan is talking about us.
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re-examination of Freud's work and the experience of psychoanalysis in relation to ethics.
Delving into the psychoanalyst's inevitable involvement with ethical questions, Lacan clarifies
many of his key concepts. During the seminar he discusses the problem of sublimation, the
paradox of jouissance, the essence of tragedy, and the tragic dimension of analytical
experience. One of the most influential French intellectuals of this century, Lacan is seen here
at the height of his powers.
The author's writings, and especially the seminars for which he has become famous, have
provoked intense controversies in French analytic circles, requiring as they do a radical
reappraisal of the legacy bequeathed by Freud. This volume is based on a year's seminar,
which is of particular importance because he was addressing a larger, less specialist audience
than ever before, amongst whom he could not assume familiarity with his work. For his
listeners then, and for his readers now, he wanted "to introduce a certain coherence into the
major concepts on which psycho-analysis is based", namely the unconscious, repetition, the
transference and the drive. In re-defining these four concepts he explores the question that, as
he puts it, moves from "Is psycho-analysis a science?" to "What is a science that includes
psycho-analysis?"
‘Ten times, an elderly grey-haired man gets up on the stage. Ten times puffing and sighing.
Ten times slowly tracing out strange multi-coloured arabesques that interweave, curling with
the meanders of his speech, by turns fluid and uneasy. A whole crowd looks on, transfixed by
this enigma-made-man, absorbing the ipse dixit and anticipating some illumination that is
taking its time to appear. Non lucet. It’s shady in here, and the Théodores go hunting for their
matches. Still, they say, cuicumque in sua arte perito credendum est, whosoever is expert in
his art is to be lent credence. At what point is a person mad? The master himself poses the
question. That was back in the day. Those were the mysteries of Paris forty years hence. A
Dante clasping Virgil’s hand to be led through the circles of the Inferno, Lacan took the hand
of James Joyce, the unreadable Irishman, and, in the wake of this slender Commander of the
Faithless, made with heavy and faltering step onto the incandescent zone where symptomatic
women and ravaging men burn and writhe. An equivocal troupe was in the struggling
audience: his son-in-law; a dishevelled writer, young and just as unreadable back then; two
dialoguing mathematicians; and a professor from Lyon vouching for the seriousness of the
whole affair. A discreet Pasiphaë was being put to work backstage. Smirk then, my good
fellows! Be my guest. Make fun of it all! That’s what our comic illusion is for. That way, you
shall know nothing of what is happening right before your very eyes: the most carefully
considered, the most lucid, and the most intrepid calling into question of the art that Freud
invented, better known under its pseudonym: psychoanalysis’. Jacques-Alain Miller
This book provides the first truly sustained commentary to appear in either French or English
on Lacan's most important seminar, The Four Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis. The
16 contributors unpack Lacan's notoriously difficult work in simple terms, and supply elegant
illustrations from a variety of fields: psychoanalytic treatment, film, literature, art, and so on.
Each of Lacan's fundamental concepts--the unconscious, transference, drive, and repetition--is
discussed in detail, and related to other important notions such as object a cause of desire, the
gaze, the Name-of-the-Father, the subject, and the Other. This volume also includes a
translation of Lacan's companion piece to Seminar XI, "Position of the Unconscious" (an article
from the French edition of the Ecrits that has never before appeared in English), by one of the
foremost translators of Lacan's work, Bruce Fink. As an indication of the important of this
article, Lacan considered it to be the sequel to his "Function and Field of Speech and
Language in Psychoanalysis," arguably his most important paper in the 1950s. The
contributors include many of the best minds in the Lacanian psychoanalytic world in Paris
today. Chapters include "Excommunication: Context and Concepts" by Jacques-Alain Miller,
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Eric Laurent, "Science and Psychoanalysis" by Bruce Fink, "The Name-of-the-Father" by
Francois Regnault, "Transference as Deception" by Pierre-Gilles Gueguen, "The Drive I and II"
by Marie-Hele`ne Brousse, "The Demontage of the Drive" by Maire Jaanus, "The Gaze as an
Object" by Antonio Quinet, "The Phallic Gaze of Wonderland" by Richard Feldstein, "The 'Evil
Eye' of Painting: Jacques Lacan and Witold Gombrowicz on the Gaze" by Hanjo Berressem,
"Art and the Position of the Analyst" by Robert Samuels, "The Relation between Voice and the
Gaze" by Ellie Ragland, "The Lamella of David Lynch" by Slavoj Zizek, "The Real Cause of
Repetition" by Bruce Fink, "Introductory Talk at Sainte-Anne Hospital" by Jacques-Alain Miller,
and "The End of Analysis I and II" by Anne Dunand.
Examines Lacan's key seminar on sexual difference, knowledge, desire, and love.
A comprehensive discussion of an important but elusive Lacanian concept within the field of
psychoanalysis, as well as its relevance for philosophy, literature, gender, and queer studies.
Whether inscribed within the context of capitalist or neoliberal logic and its imperative to
“enjoy,” as a critique of all forms of heteronormativity, a liberating force in a positive reading of
biopolitics, the point of inflection in the ethics of psychoanalysis, or articulated in the knot of the
sinthome, the concept of jouissance is either the diagnosis, response, or solution for a wide
range of contemporary discontents. Why does jouissance occupy such a central place in
contemporary psychoanalytic discourse? What is jouissance the name for? Originally
published in Spanish in 1990, later expanded and translated into French and Portuguese, with
multiple reprints in all three languages, this book addresses both theoretical and clinical
applications of jouissance through a comprehensive overview of key terms in Lacan’s
grammar. Néstor A. Braunstein also examines it in relation to central debates within the fields
of psychoanalysis, philosophy, queer theory, and literary studies to further explore the
implications of Lacan’s concept for contemporary thought. Néstor A. Braunstein is an
Argentine Mexican psychoanalyst, author, professor, and editor who has published extensively
on psychoanalysis, philosophy, visual arts, and literature, and whose work has been translated
into French and Portuguese. In English, his work appears in The Cambridge Companion to
Lacan. Silvia Rosman teaches at the University of Illinois, Chicago. Her books include Being in
Common: Nation, Subject, and Community in Latin American Literature and Culture.
During the third year of his famous seminar, Jacques Lacan gives a concise definition of
psychoanalysis: 'Psychoanalysis should be the science of language inhabited by the subject.
From the Freudian point of view man is the subject captured and tortured by language.' Since
psychosis is a special but emblematic case of language entrapment, Lacan devotes much of
this year to grappling with distinctions between the neuroses and the psychoses. As he
compared the two, relationships, symmetries, and contrasts emerge that enable him to erect a
structure for psychosis. Freud's famous case of Daniel Paul Schreber is central to Lacan's
analysis. In demonstrating the many ways that the psychotic is `inhabited, possessed by
language', Lacan draws upon Schreber's own account of his psychosis and upon Freud's notes
on this 'case of paranoia'. The analysis of language is both fascinating and enlightening.
In a new interpretation of a poet who has swayed the course of modern poetry--in France and
elsewhere--James Lawler focuses on what he demonstrates is the crux of Rimbaud's
imagination: the masks and adopted personas with which he regularly tested his identity and
his art. A drama emerges in Lawler's urbane and resourceful reading. The thinking, feeling,
acting Drunken Boat is an early theatrical projection of the poet's self; the Inventor, the
Memorialist, and the Ingénu assume distinct roles in his later verse. It is, however, in
Illuminations and Une Saison en enfer that Rimbaud enacts most powerfully his grandiose
dreams. Here the poet becomes Self Creator, Self-Critic, Self-Ironist; he takes the parts of
Floodmaker, Oriental Storyteller, Dreamer, Lover; and he recounts his descent into Hell in the
guise of a Confessor. In delineating and exploring the poet's "theatre of the self" Lawler shows
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the dramatic coherence of Rimbaud's work.
When I decided to explore the question of Witz, or wit, with you this year, I undertook a small
enquiry. It will come as no surprise at all that I began by questioning a poet. This is a poet who
introduces the dimension of an especially playful wit that runs through his work, as much in his
prose as in more poetic forms, and which he brings into play even when he happens to be
talking about mathematics, for he is also a mathematician. I am referring to Raymond
Queneau. While we were exchanging our first remarks on the matter he told me a joke. It’s a
joke about exams, about the university entrance exams, if you like. We have a candidate and
we have an examiner. – “Tell me”, says the examiner, “about the battle of Marengo.” The
candidate pauses for a moment, with a dreamy air. “The battle of Marengo...? Bodies
everywhere! It’s terrible... Wounded everywhere! It’s horrible...” “But”, says the examiner,
“Can’t you tell me anything more precise about this battle?” The candidate thinks for a
moment, then replies, “A horse rears up on its hind legs and whinnies.” The examiner,
surprised, seeks to test him a little further and says, “In that case, can you tell me about the
battle of Fontenoy?” “Oh!” says the candidate, “a horse rears up on its hind legs and
whinnies.” The examiner, strategically, asked the candidate to talk about the battle of
Trafalgar. The candidate replies, “Dead everywhere! A blood bath.... Wounded everywhere!
Hundreds of them....” “But my good man, can’t you tell me anything more precise about this
battle?” “A horse...” “Excuse me, I would have you note that the battle of Trafalgar is a naval
battle.” “Whoah! Whoah!” says the candidate. “Back up, Neddy!” The value of this joke is, to
my mind, that it enables us to decompose, I believe, what is at stake in a witticism. (Extract
from Chapter VI)
The Lacanian Review (TLR) is a semiannual English-language journal of psychoanalysis, with
bilingual (French - English) presentations of texts by Jacques Lacan and Jacques-Alain Miller.
TLR publishes writing from prominent international figures of the Lacanian Orientation,
featuring new theoretical developments in psychoanalysis, testimonies of the pass, dialogues
with other discourses, and articles on contemporary culture, politics, art and science. Each
issue explores a theme intersecting the symptoms of our era and emerging work in the New
Lacanian School (NLS) and the World Association of Psychoanalysis (WAP).In issue 6 of The
Lacanian Review (TLR), there is not a moment to lose. The acceleration of culture and the
vertiginous pressure of the drive seem to collapse the instant to see, the time to understand
and the moment to conclude. The urgent subject of the now cannot catch up to rapid cycles of
political upheaval and social media streams turned into torrents of data. Production overflows
consumption in a tidal wave of imaginary cacophony. How does psychoanalysis today respond
to urgent times?For its 6th issue, The Lacanian Review (TLR) tasks the signifier, Urgent!, to
orient the work of the New Lacanian School (NLS) in examining the urgent cases that occupy
our clinic in preparation for the 2019 NLS Congress in Tel Aviv: ¡URGENT! Tracing the edge of
the latest Lacan, Bernard Seynhaeve (President of the NLS) curated a series of newly
established texts by Jacques Lacan and Jacques-Alain Miller, translated by Russell Grigg,
appearing in the first ever bilingual featured section of TLR. Four lessons from the seminars of
Jacques-Alain Miller frame this issue.TLR 6 draws heavily from the work of the current
Analysts of the School to explore four new fundamental concepts of psychoanalysis: Pass,
Real Unconscious, Urgent Cases, and Satisfaction. Interviews with Angelina Harari (President
of the WAP), Ricardo Seldes (Director of Pausa), and Lee Edelman (Professor of English
Literature at Tufts University) elaborate fundamental concepts across the work of the School
One, the clinic of applied analysis, and literary theory in dialogue with psychoanalysis. A
groundbreaking orientation text by Éric Laurent from the 2018 Congress of the World
Association of Psychoanalysis (WAP) will be published for the first time in English, along with
clinical cases exploring transference and psychosis. And finally, approaching the problem of
temporality in psychoanalysis, this issue spans Freudian time-management to the logic of the
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cut in the Lacanian
Orientation.TLR
is published by the New Lacanian School (amp-nls.org)
and distributed by the Lacanian Compass Bookshop (lacaniancompass.com) and Eurl
Huysmans (ecf-echoppe.com).
Reexamines Freud's concepts of male and female sexual identity and discusses how feminine
sexuality fits into modern psychoanalytic doctrine

An essential work for anyone wishing to understand the institutionalization of
Freudian thought and the challenge Lacan represents as he answers the most
frequently asked questions about his theory and practice. Photographs.
A complete translation of the seminar that Jacques Lacan gave in the course of a
year's teaching within the training programme of the Société Française de
Psychanalyse.
A comprehensive examination of Lacan’s seminar on ethics.
'The only thing of which one can be guilty is of having given ground relative to
one's desire' Jacques Lacan. Is psychoanalysis dead or are we to read frequent
attacks on its theoretical 'mistakes' and clinical 'frauds' as a proof of its vitality?
Slavoj Zizek's passionate defence of Lacan reasserts the ethical urgency of
psychoanalysis. Traditionally, psychoanalysis was expected to allow the patient
to overcome the obstacles which prevented access to 'normal' sexual enjoyment.
Today, however, we are bombarded from all sides by different versions of the
injunction 'Enjoy!' Lacan reminds us that psychoanalysis is the only discourse in
which you are allowed not to enjoy. Since for Lacan psychoanalysis itself is a
procedure of reading, each chapter uses a passage from Lacan as a tool to
interpret another text from philosophy, art or popular ideology, applying his ideas
to Hegel and Hitchcock, Shakespeare and Dostoevsky.
Jacques Lacan is widely recognized as a key figure in the history of
psychoanalysis and one of the most influential thinkers of the 20th Century. In
Anxiety, now available paperback, he explores the nature of anxiety, suggesting
that it is not nostalgia for the object that causes anxiety but rather its imminence.
In what was to be the last of his year-long seminars at Saint-Anne hospital,
Lacan’s 1962-63 lessons form the keystone to this classic phase of his teaching.
Here we meet for the first time the notorious a in its oral, anal, scopic and
vociferated guises, alongside Lacan’s exploration of the question of the
‘analyst’s desire’. Arriving at these concepts from a multitude of angles, Lacan
leads his audience with great care through a range of recurring themes such as
anxiety between jouissance and desire, counter-transference and interpretation,
and the fantasy and its frame. This important volume, which forms Book X of The
Seminar of Jacques Lacan, will be of great interest to students and practitioners
of psychoanalysis and to students and scholars throughout the humanities and
social sciences, from literature and critical theory to sociology, psychology and
gender studies.
Lacan argues that Christianity is the one true religion and predicts that it will
triumph over psychoanalysis due to its enduring power, and even more so in a
time of scientific advances. He argues that religion has always been all about
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giving meaning to things that previously were natural and it will continue to carry
out this role in the future.
What does Lacan show us? He shows us that desire is not a biological function;
that it is not correlated with a natural object; and that its object is fantasized.
Because of this, desire is extravagant. It cannot be grasped by those who might
try to master it. It plays tricks on them. Yet if it is not recognized, it produces
symptoms. In psychoanalysis, the goal is to interpret—that is, to read—the
message regarding desire that is harbored within the symptom. Although desire
upsets us, it also inspires us to invent artifices that can serve us as a compass.
An animal species has a single natural compass. Human beings, on the other
hand, have multiple compasses: signifying montages and discourses. They tell
you what to do: how to think, how to enjoy, and how to reproduce. Yet each
person's fantasy remains irreducible to shared ideals. Up until recently, all of our
compasses, no matter how varied, pointed in the same direction: toward the
Father. We considered the patriarch to be an anthropological invariant. His
decline accelerated owing to increasing equality, the growth of capitalism, and
the ever-greater domination of technology. We have reached the end of the
Father Age. Another discourse is in the process of taking the former's place. It
champions innovation over tradition; networks over hierarchies; the draw of the
future over the weight of the past; femininity over virility. Where there had
previously been a fixed order, transformational flows constantly push back any
and all limits. Freud was a product of the Father Age. He did a great deal to save
it. The Catholic Church finally realized this. Lacan followed the way paved by
Freud, but it led him to posit that the father is a symptom. He demonstrates that
here using Hamlet as an example. What people have latched onto about Lacan's
work—his formalization of the Oedipus complex and his emphasis on the Name-ofthe-Father—was merely his point of departure. Seminar VI already revises this:
the Oedipus complex is not the only solution to desire, it is merely a normalized
form thereof; it is, moreover, a pathogenic form; it does not exhaustively explain
desire’s course. Hence the eulogy of perversion with which this seminar ends:
Lacan views perversion here as a rebellion against the identifications that assure
the maintenance of social routines.
Quintessentially fascinating, love intrigues and perplexes us, and drives much of what
we do in life. As wary as we may be of its illusions and disappointments, many of us fall
blindly into its traps and become ensnared time and again. Deliriously mad excitement
turns to disenchantment, if not deadening repetition, and we wonder how we shall ever
break out of this vicious cycle. Can psychoanalysis – with ample assistance from
philosophers, poets, novelists, and songwriters – give us a new perspective on the
wellsprings and course of love? Can it help us fathom how and why we are often
looking for love in all the wrong places, and are fundamentally confused about “what
love really is”? In this lively and wide-ranging exploration of love throughout the ages,
Fink argues that it can. Taking within his compass a vast array of traditions – from
Antiquity to the courtly love poets, Christian love, and Romanticism – and providing an
in-depth examination of Freud and Lacan on love and libido, Fink unpacks Lacan’s
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“love is giving what you don’t have.” He shows how the
emptiness or lack we feel within ourselves gets covered over or entwined in love, and
how it is possible and indeed vital to give something to another that we feel we
ourselves don’t have. This first-ever commentary on Lacan’s Seminar VIII,
Transference, provides readers with a clear and systematic introduction to Lacan’s
views on love. It will be of great value to students and scholars of psychology and of the
humanities generally, and to analysts of all persuasions.
An introduction to psychoanalytic technique from a Lacanian perspective.
This collection is the first extended interrogation in any language of Jacques Lacan's
Seminar XVII. Originally delivered just after the Paris uprisings of May 1968, Seminar
XVII marked a turning point in Lacan’s thought; it was both a step forward in the
psychoanalytic debates and an important contribution to social and political issues.
Collecting important analyses by many of the major Lacanian theorists and
practitioners, this anthology is at once an introduction, critique, and extension of
Lacan’s influential ideas. The contributors examine Lacan’s theory of the four
discourses, his critique of the Oedipus complex and the superego, the role of primal
affects in political life, and his prophetic grasp of twenty-first-century developments.
They take up these issues in detail, illuminating the Lacanian concepts with in-depth
discussions of shame and guilt, literature and intimacy, femininity, perversion, authority
and revolt, and the discourse of marketing and political rhetoric. Topics of more specific
psychoanalytic interest include the role of objet a, philosophy and psychoanalysis, the
status of knowledge, and the relation between psychoanalytic practices and the modern
university. Contributors. Geoff Boucher, Marie-Hélène Brousse, Justin Clemens,
Mladen Dolar, Oliver Feltham, Russell Grigg, Pierre-Gilles Guéguen, Dominique Hecq,
Dominiek Hoens, Éric Laurent, Juliet Flower MacCannell, Jacques-Alain Miller, Ellie
Ragland, Matthew Sharpe, Paul Verhaeghe, Slavoj Žižek, Alenka Zupancic
A startling psycholinguistic exploration of the boundaries of love and knowledge.
‘The unfulfilled and unsatisfied mother around whom the child ascends the upward
slope of his narcissism is someone real. She is right there, and like all other unfulfilled
creatures, she is in search of what she can devour, quaerens quem devoret. What the
child once found as a means of quashing the symbolic unfulfilment is what he may
possibly find across from him again as a wide-open maw... To be devoured is a grave
danger that our fantasies reveal to us. We find it at the origin, and we find it again at
this turn in the path where it yields us the essential form in which phobia presents. We
find it again when we look at the fears of Little Hans... With the support of what I have
shown you today, you will better see the relationships between phobia and perversion...
I will go so far as to say that you will interpret the case better than did Freud himself.’
Extract from Chapter XI ‘It’s no accident that what has been perceived but dimly, yet
perceived nevertheless, is that castration bears just as much relation to the mother as
to the father. We can see in the description of the primordial situation how maternal
castration implies for the child the possibility of devoration and biting. In relation to this
anteriority of maternal castration, paternal castration is a substitute.’ Extract from
Chapter XXI ‘[In the case of little Hans] the initial transformation, which will prove
decisive, [is] the transformation of the biting into the unscrewing of the bathtub, which is
something utterly different, in particular for the relationship between the protagonists.
Voraciously to bite the mother, as an act or an apprehension of her altogether natural
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horse, is something quite different from unscrewing, from ousting, the mother, and
mobilising her in this business, bringing her into the system as a whole, for this first time
as a mobile element and, by like token, an element that is equivalent to all the rest.’
Extract from Chapter XXIII
This new translation of Jacques Lacan's deliberation on psychoanalysis and
contemporary social order offers access to the author's seminal thinking on Freud,
Marx, and Hegel; patterns of social and sexual behavior; and the nature and function of
science and knowledge in the contemporary world. --From publisher's description.
"Alcibiades attempted to seduce Socrates, he wanted to make him, and in the most
openly avowed way possible, into someone instrumental and subordinate to what? To
the object of Alcibiades's desire – ágalma, the good object. I would go even further.
How can we analysts fail to recognize what is involved? He says quite clearly: Socrates
has the good object in his stomach. Here Socrates is nothing but the envelope in which
the object of desire is found. It is in order to clearly emphasize that he is nothing but this
envelope that Alcibiades tries to show that Socrates is desire's serf in his relations with
Alcibiades, that Socrates is enslaved to Alcibiades by his desire. Although Alcibiades
was aware that Socrates desired him, he wanted to see Socrates's desire manifest
itself in a sign, in order to know that the other – the object, ágalma – was at his mercy.
Now, it is precisely because he failed in this undertaking that Alcibiades disgraces
himself, and makes of his confession something that is so affectively laden. The
daemon of ????? (Aidós), Shame, about which I spoke to you before in this context, is
what intervenes here. This is what is violated here. The most shocking secret is
unveiled before everyone; the ultimate mainspring of desire, which in love relations
must always be more or less dissimulated, is revealed – its aim is the fall of the Other,
A, into the other, a." Jacques Lacan
A complete translation of the seminar that Jacques Lacan gave in the course of a year's
teaching within the training programme of the Société Française de Psychanalyse. The
French text was prepared by Jacques-Alain Miller in consultation with Jacques Lacan,
from the transcriptions of the seminar.
This is the first collection of essays to offer a comprehensive analysis of, and reflection
on, the major themes emergent in Jacques Lacan’s seminars of 1955-56 and 1956-57:
Seminar IV – the object relation, and Seminar V – formations of the unconscious.
Assessing the value of a clinical approach orientated around the question of the object
lack in the contemporary clinic, the book comprises 16 chapters which follow the
development of a range of concepts elaborated by Lacan in these seminars, including
sustained engagement with his critique of object relations theory. It considers the
effectiveness of these early ideas in clinical practice in relation to hysteria, phobia,
fetishism, obsessional neurosis, and of the so-called "Borderline" case. Lacan’s early
concepts are also subjected to critique for engagement with Queer theory, and
research in asexuality or the operation(s) of the signifier Phallus. The chapters build to
provide an invaluable resource to interpret and evaluate Lacan’s early teaching, and to
find in his early concepts a fresh utility and scope for both clinical work and
psychoanalytic research and enquiry. The book will be of great interest to Lacanian
scholars and students, as well as psychoanalytic therapists, and analysts interested in
Lacan’s early work.
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controversial
figure, Lacan is one of the most important thinkers of
the twentieth century and his work has revolutionized linguistics, philosophy, literature,
psychology, cultural and media studies. He gained his reputation as a lecturer,
disseminating his ideas to audiences that included Jean-Paul Sartre and Luce Irigaray
amongst other hugely influential names. The Ethics of Psychoanalysis is a transcript of
his most important lecture series. Including influential readings of Sophocles' Antigone
and Elizabethan courtly love poetry in relation to female sexuality, The Ethics of
Psychoanalysis remains a powerful and controversial work that is still argued over
today by the likes of Judith Butler and Slavoj Žižek.
‘A chance meeting of a sewing machine and an umbrella. The impossible face-off
between a whale and a polar bear. One was devised by Lautréamont; the other
punctuated by Freud. Both are memorable. Why so? They certainly tickle something in
us. Lacan says what it is. It’s about man and woman. There is neither accord nor
harmony between man and woman. There’s no programme, nothing has been
predetermined: every move is a shot in the dark, which in modal logic is called
contingency. There’s no way out of it. Why is it so inexorable, that is, so necessary? It
really has to be reckoned that this stems from an impossibility. Hence the theorem:
“There is no sexual relation.” The formula has become famous. In the place of what
thereby punctures a hole in the real, there is a plethora of luring and enchanting
images, and there are discourses that prescribe what this relation must be. These
discourses are mere semblance, the artifice of which psychoanalysis has made
apparent to all. In the twenty-first century, this is beyond dispute. Who still believes that
marriage has a natural foundation? Since it’s a fact of culture, one devotes oneself to
inventing. One cobbles together different constructions from whatever one can. It may
be better … or worse. “There is Oneness.” At the heart of the present Seminar, this
aphorism, which hitherto went unnoticed, complements the “there is no” of sexual
relation, stating what there is. It should be heard as One-all-alone. Alone in jouissance
(which is fundamentally auto-erotic) and alone in significance (outside any semantics).
Here begins Lacan’s late teaching. Everything he has already taught you is here, and
yet everything is new, overhauled, topsy-turvy. Lacan had taught the primacy of the
Other in the order of truth and the order of desire. Here he teaches the primacy of the
One in its real dimension. He rejects the Two of sexual relation and that of signifying
articulation. He rejects the Big Other, the fulcrum of the dialectic of the subject,
disputing its existence, which he consigns to fiction. He depreciates desire and
promotes jouissance. He rejects Being, which is mere semblance. Henology, the
doctrine of the One, here outclasses ontology, the theory of Being. What about the
symbolic order? Nothing more than the reiteration of the One in the real. Hence the
abandoning of graphs and topological surfaces in favour of knots made of rings of
string, each of which is an unlinked One. Recall that Seminar XVIII sighed for a
discourse that would not be semblance. Well, with Seminar XIX, we have an attempt at
a discourse that would take its point of departure in the real. The radical thought of
modern Uni-dividualism.’ Jacques-Alain Miller
Originally published in 1991, this volume tackles the diverse teachings of the great
psychoanalyst and theoretician. Written by some of the leading American and
European Lacanian scholars and practitioners, the essays attempt to come to terms
with his complex relation to the culture of contemporary psychoanalysis. The volume
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Bk 20 into Lacan’s innovative theories on the nature of language and
presents useful
the subject. Many of the essays probe the importance of psychoanalysis for problems
of signifier and referent in the philosophy of language; others explore the difficulties
men and women have in negotiating the sexual differences that divide them. A major
contribution to the new reception of Jacques Lacan in the English-speaking world,
Lacan and the Subject of Language will challenge those who believe that they have
already ‘mastered’ Lacanian thought. The insights offered here will pave the way for
further developments.
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