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In this new edition of his classic 1970 memoir about the notorious U-2 incident,
pilot Francis Gary Powers reveals the full story of what actually happened in the
most sensational espionage case in Cold War history. After surviving the shootdown of his reconnaissance plane and his capture on May 1, 1960, Powers
endured sixty-one days of rigorous interrogation by the KGB, a public trial, a
conviction for espionage, and the start of a ten-year sentence. After nearly two
years, the U.S. government obtained his release from prison in a dramatic
exchange for convicted Soviet spy Rudolph Abel. The narrative is a tremendously
exciting suspense story about a man who was labeled a traitor by many of his
countrymen but who emerged a Cold War hero.
Having made its debut in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, anti-aircraft artillery
was used extensively in the First World War. It was, however, not until the
Second World War that anti-aircraft artillery truly came into prominence, shooting
down more aircraft than any other weapon and seriously affecting the conduct of
air operations. The development of anti-aircraft artillery continued into the Cold
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War, resulting in the extensive introduction of surface-to-air missiles, or SAMs.
Such weapons are cheaper to manufacture, simpler to maintain, and easier to
operate than the vast fleet of aircraft required to defend an airspace. Though the
first combat success of such weapons was during the Vietnam War, when a
Soviet-designed S-75 Dvina missile shot down a USAF F-4C Phantom on 24 July
1965, it was the Yom Kippur War of 1973 which brought surface-to-air missiles to
the center stage. During this short but bitter conflict, Egyptian and Syrian air
defenses shot down nearly fifty Israeli aircraft in the first three days alone –
almost a fourth of Israel’s entire combat aircraft fleet. In all, Israel lost 104
aircraft during the war and, for the first time, more aircraft were lost to SAMs than
any other cause. The age of surface-to-air missiles had dawned. In this unique
examination, the author details the development of not just surface-to-air
missiles, but all anti-aircraft artillery, since 1972. The part that such equipment
played in all of the major conflicts since then is explored, including the Soviet
Afghan War, the Falklands War, in which Rapier was deployed, the conflict in
Lebanon, Kosovo and Bosnia, the Gulf War, Operation Desert Storm in 1991,
and Operation Iraqi Freedom in 1993. The investigation is brought right up to
date by a study of the weapons, tactics and engagements seen in the conflicts in
Syria and Yemen.
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From Richard Pike, best-selling author of Hunter Boys and The Lightning Boys
volumes, comes the newest addition to Grub StreetÕs popular Boys series;
Phantom Boys. Originally developed for the US Navy, this twin-engined
supersonic long-range fighter-bomber first flew in the spring of 1958. It then
entered service for the US Navy in 1961, and in 1969 with the Fleet Air Arm and
RAF in the UK. Regarded as one of the most versatile fighters ever built, the
Phantom F-4 was the US NavyÕs fastest and highest-flying aircraft. It was flown
by both US military demonstration teams (Navy Blue Angels and the Air Force
Thundercats) from 1969 to 1973. It ended its service in 1991 with the RAF. But it
continued to serve a variety of air forces across the world, with some still in
service fifty years after its first flight. Throughout the twenty chapters of this book,
thirteen contributors will take readers across the world with adventures in the
Falkland Islands, the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the Far East
and Germany. There are anecdotes of reconnaissance missions, encounters with
the Russian Tupolevs, record-breaking flights and life on HMS Ark Royal. The
scope, flair and pace of the writing in this book will appeal to the general reader
as well as to the enthusiast.
Britain’s desire to stay at the leading edge in the design and development of
modern jet powered aircraft was born in the later stages of World War Two. The
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RAF sent requests to the leading aircraft manufactures for a variety of
specifications, among which was one for a long-range heavy bomber. Three
designs were accepted and eventually went into production – these became the
V-Bomber Force.
An in-depth look at these Cold War–era bombers, in the words of those who flew
them—includes photos. The Vulcan, the second of the three V bombers built to
guard the United Kingdom during the Cold War, has become an aviation icon like
the Spitfire, its delta shape as instantly recognizable as the howling noise it
makes when the engines are opened for takeoff. Vulcan Boys is the first book
about this bomber recounted completely firsthand by the operators themselves. It
tells the story of the aircraft from its design conception through the Cold War,
when it played out its most important job as Britain’s nuclear deterrent; it also
reveals the significant role its bombs and missiles played in liberating the
Falkland Islands, for which it gained much celebrity. These individual accounts
detail how hours at a time were spent waiting to be scrambled to defend the
country in the event of a third world war, and how pilots’ aggressive skills were
honed by carrying out Lone Ranger sorties flying to the United States and
westward around the world, and taking part in Giant Voice and Red Flag,
competitive exercises against the US Strategic Air Command. The attacks in the
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Falklands using Shrike missiles are described accurately and in great detail for
the first time, including the landing at Rio de Janeiro alongside a vivid account of
Black Buck 2. Vulcan Boys is a fascinating and completely authentic read
reminding us of the Cold War, how it was fought, and the considerable effort
required to prevent all-out nuclear war.
2239. Now a diplomat for the United Federation of Planets, Spock agrees to a
bonding with Saavik, his former protégé and an accomplished Starfleet officer in
her own right. More than a betrothal but less than a wedding, the sacred Vulcan
rite is attended by both Spock's father, Sarek, and a nervous young Starfleet
officer named Jean-Luc Picard. Plans for the consummation of the pair's union
are thrown off course when Spock receives a top-secret communication that
lures him into the heart of the Romulan empire. Enmeshed in the treacherous
political intrigues of the Romulan capital, undone by a fire that grows ever hotter
within his blood, Spock must use all his logic and experience to survive a crisis
that will ultimately determine the fate of empires!
After the death of Captain Kirk aboard the U.S.S. Enterprise 1701-B, the crew of
the original Enterprise must find a way to go on without their long-time leader.
Captain Spock, still stung by the loss of his closest friend, is forced to action
when an old enemy from his childhood resurfaces with a plan that may destroy a
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world. To save a planet, Captain Spock must review the most difficult choice of
his life and make the toughest decision of his Starfleet career.
The V Force consisted of three four-jet bombers, the Valiant, the Vulcan and the
Victor, all required as part of the nuclear deterrent in the Cold War following the
end of the Second World War. The Valiant was less aerodynamically advanced
than the other two and went into service in 1955. The Vulcan entered service in
1956 and the Victor a year later. The Valiant finished operating in 1965 and the
Vulcan in 1984. The later Victors were converted into refueling tankers and
carried on until 1993. V Force Boys contains a fascinating collection of previously
unpublished stories by V Force ground and aircrew for all three V bombers.
Among other highlights, the book includes a firsthand account of dropping the
last UK H Bomb, a description of how all the aircraft navigated before the days of
GPS, the training the crews received and an armorer’s account of how the
nuclear weapons were moved with complete safety but not in the regimented way
that might be expected. In addition there are chapters which tell of incidents that
would not be found in the RAF historical annals but show how the vigilant
guarding of the UK had its lighter moments. A must for all Vulcan, Victor and
Valiant enthusiasts.
This new volume from Martin Bowman examines the closing years of the Second
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World War, as the tide turned against the German and Axis forces. It includes
riveting first-hand accounts from German fighter pilots caught up in some of the
most dramatic night time conflicts of the latter war years.Viewing Bomber
Command's operations through the eyes of the enemy, the reader is offered a
fresh and intriguing perspective. Set in context by Bowman's historical narrative,
these snippets of pilot testimony work to offer an authentic sense of the times at
hand.
Soon after the Second world War, wartime allies became Cold War adversaries, and by
1950 the perceived threat of a Soviet strike on Western Europe or Britain dominated
military planning. For the next forty years, the Royal Air Force was in the front-line of
the Cold War. In Britain and Germany, light bomber crews exercised in preparation for
a future conflict, while interceptor pilots stood by ready to counter incursions by Soviet
aircraft. Between 1956 and 1969, the elite crews of the iconic V-Force of nuclear
bombers trained to perform the ultimate mission, striking targets deep in the heart of
Russia. Protecting British interests overseas, personnel at stations across the Middle
East and Far East were regularly engaged in supporting operations during the many
colonial conflicts which occurred throughout the 1950s and 1960s.Undertaking these
duties were new British-designed aircraft introduced to squadrons from the
early–1950s. The names of these extraordinary aircraft, which included the Hunter,
Lightning, Vulcan and Canberra, became synonymous with the Cold War.In this book,
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Ian Proctor uses over 150 highly evocative colour images from a single remarkable Air
Ministry collection to portray the RAF and its personnel between 1950 and 1970. He
provides a selected insight into service life, the aircraft, recruitment and training, and
the operations and exercises undertaken by the RAF during a twenty year period of the
Cold War.
"The stirring story of the achievements of the Victor, told by those who flew it and fixed
it . . . well illustrated with spectacular photographs.” —Oxford Mail The Handley Page
Victor was the third of the three V Bombers and the most long lasting, serving in the
RAF until 1993, and still doing invaluable service in the first Iraq War. Moreover, in
1982 it was only the Victor tanker fleet based on Ascension Island that made possible
the Vulcan Black Buck bombing of Port Stanley airfield and the long-range
reconnaissance of Argentina by Nimrods. Victor Boys tells the story of all the great
things that were achieved, recounted first hand by the operators themselves, aircrew
and ground crew. Starting with accounts by test pilot Johnny Allam, who undertook the
major development of the aircraft, through its work as a nuclear bomber during the Cold
War, testing Blue Steel in Australia, to its superb work during the Falklands War and
later as a first class air-to-air refueling tanker and vital support tool for fighters and other
aircraft. Published to coincide with the Victor's 60th anniversary, the gripping text is
superbly illustrated with photographs from the operators themselves, never released
before. The stories are collated and set in context by Tony Blackman, ex chief test pilot
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of Avros who helped develop the Vulcan and initiated the development of the Victor K2
tanker. For him, initially, the Victor seemed a competitor but he now readily admits what
a wonderful aircraft the Victor became.
The captivating, all-but-forgotten story of Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, and the search
for a planet that never existed For more than fifty years, the world’s top scientists
searched for the “missing” planet Vulcan, whose existence was mandated by Isaac
Newton’s theories of gravity. Countless hours were spent on the hunt for the elusive
orb, and some of the era’s most skilled astronomers even claimed to have found it.
There was just one problem: It was never there. In The Hunt for Vulcan, Thomas
Levenson follows the visionary scientists who inhabit the story of the phantom planet,
starting with Isaac Newton, who in 1687 provided an explanation for all matter in motion
throughout the universe, leading to Urbain-Jean-Joseph Le Verrier, who almost two
centuries later built on Newton’s theories and discovered Neptune, becoming the most
famous scientist in the world. Le Verrier attempted to surpass that triumph by predicting
the existence of yet another planet in our solar system, Vulcan. It took Albert Einstein to
discern that the mystery of the missing planet was a problem not of measurements or
math but of Newton’s theory of gravity itself. Einstein’s general theory of relativity
proved that Vulcan did not and could not exist, and that the search for it had merely
been a quirk of operating under the wrong set of assumptions about the universe.
Levenson tells the previously untold tale of how the “discovery” of Vulcan in the
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nineteenth century set the stage for Einstein’s monumental breakthrough, the greatest
individual intellectual achievement of the twentieth century. A dramatic human story of
an epic quest, The Hunt for Vulcan offers insight into how science really advances (as
opposed to the way we’re taught about it in school) and how the best work of the
greatest scientists reveals an artist’s sensibility. Opening a new window onto our world,
Levenson illuminates some of our most iconic ideas as he recounts one of the strangest
episodes in the history of science. Praise for The Hunt for Vulcan “Delightful . . . a
charming tale about an all-but-forgotten episode in science history.”—The Wall Street
Journal “Engaging . . . At heart, this is a story about how science advances, one insight
at a time. But the immediacy, almost romance, of Levenson’s writing makes it almost
novelistic.”—The Washington Post “A well-structured, fast-paced example of exemplary
science writing.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
Britain’s Cold War Bombers explores the creation and development of the jet bomber,
tracing the emergence of the first jet designs (the Valiant and Vulcan) through to the
first-generation jets which entered service with the R.A.F. and Fleet Air Arm. Each
aircraft type will be examined, looking at how the design was created and how this
translated into an operational aircraft. The basic development and service history of
each type will be examined, with a narrative which links the linear appearance of each
new design, leading to the present day and the latest generation of Typhoon aircraft.
Other aircraft types explored will include the Canberra, Sperrin, Victor, Scimitar,
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Buccaneer, Nimrod, Phantom, Sea Harrier, Jaguar, Tornado GR1/4 and Typhoon.
Illustrations: 200 black-and-white and 50 color photographs
Vulcan BoysFrom the Cold War to the Falklands: True Tales of the Iconic Delta V
BomberGrub Street Publishers
Detailed profile artworks and descriptions of 14 different RAF jet aircraft types.
This book explores the Falklands War from an Argentinian perspective, taking into
consideration three aspects. First, it introduces classified documents after the end of
the thirty-year ban. Second, it highlights various conceptual, institutional, and doctrinal
reforms in the Argentinian and other South American armed forces as a result of
lessons learned from the Malvinas War. Third, it reflects on the war's long-term
implications on Argentina’s foreign policy and society. The book offers the first
comprehensive, multi-level analysis, and Argentinian scholarship on the conflict. It is
based on original primary data, mainly official documentation and interviews with
military officers and combatants.
Vulcan, Boeing B-47 and B-52 Wilson A revealing look at three of the wests key
strategic nuclear Cold War bombers. The B-47, the USAFs first useful strategic jet
bomber, the mighty eight-engined B-52 Stratofortress, designed to drop nuclear bombs
on the USSR, and the graceful and revolutionary delta-winged Avro Vulcan are each
profiled in depth, from conception through their multiple variants. Legends of the Air 5.
Sftbd., 8 1/2x 11, 16 pgs., 275 bandw ill., 4 color ill., 5 color side-views.
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The awesome Avro Vulcan is an enduring image of the Cold War era when the world
stood on the brink of nuclear annihilation. For many years the RAF’s delta-wing jet
bomber was the cornerstone of Britain’s nuclear deterrent. Read about the Vulcan’s
operational history and take a close-up look at its construction. Discover what it takes to
own and fly the mighty V-bomber, and find out how engineers keep it airworthy.
Centrepiece of the manual is Vulcan XH558 – the world’s only flying example of an
Avro Vulcan.
THE THRILLING #1 BESTSELLING STORY OF ONE OF THE GREATEST COMBAT
MISSIONS EVER FLOWN Shoulder to shoulder with Strategic Air Command B-52s throughout
the Cold War, the big delta-winged Vulcans of the Britain's V-bomber force faced down the
Soviet threat to the West. In 1982 they were just months from retirement when they flew in
anger for the first time. It was a to be a record-breaking mission of breathtaking audacity: a
single bomber launched from a remote island airbase to carry out what would be the longestrange air attack in history. An eight thousand mile round trip. Her crew of six would be flying
into a hornet's nest of modern weaponry: radar-guided anti-aircraft guns and missiles. There
would be no second chances. Vulcan 607 tells the gripping true story of that legendary raid for
the first time - an operation that many thought would turn out to be a real life Mission
Impossible. 'A masterwork of narrative history' Clive Cussler 'Vulcan 607 deserves to become
an aviation classic' Len Deighton 'White's gripping narrative reads like a suspense thriller, yet
every word is true' Stephen Coonts 'I read the book in one sitting ... an utterly compelling war
story, brilliantly written' Simon Winchester, author of The Professor and the Madman
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The Vulcan, the second of the three V bombers built to guard the UK during the Cold War, has
become an aviation icon like the Spitfire, its delta shape instantly recognizable as is the
howling noise it makes when the engines are opened for takeoff. Vulcan Boys is the first
Vulcan book recounted completely first hand by the operators themselves. It tells the story of
the aircraft from its design conception through the Cold War when it played out its most
important job as Britainês nuclear deterrent; before unbelievably, at the end of its service life,
also playing a significant role, with its bombs and missiles, in liberating the Falkland Islands for
which it gained much celebrity. The individual accounts detail how hours at a time were spent
on readiness, waiting to be scrambled to defend their country in the event of a third world war.
In addition how their aggressive skills were honed by carrying out Lone Ranger sorties flying to
the States and westward around the world, and taking part in Giant Voice and Red Flag,
competitive exercises against the United States Strategic Air Command. The attacks in the
Falklands using Shrike missiles are described accurately and in great detail for the first time
including the landing at Rio de Janeiro alongside a vivid account of Black Buck 2. Vulcan Boys
is a fascinating and completely authentic read reminding us of the Cold War, how it was fought
and the considerable effort required to prevent all-out nuclear war.
The autobiography of one of the greatest pilots in history. In 1939 Eric Brown was on a
University of Edinburgh exchange course in Germany, and the first he knew of the war was
when the Gestapo came to arrest him. They released him, not realising he was a pilot in the
RAF volunteer reserve: and the rest is history. Eric Brown joined the Fleet Air Arm and went on
to be the greatest test pilot in history, flying more different aircraft types than anyone else.
During his lifetime he made a record-breaking 2,407 aircraft carrier landings and survived
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eleven plane crashes. One of Britain's few German-speaking airmen, he went to Germany in
1945 to test the Nazi jets, interviewing (among others) Hermann Goering and Hanna Reitsch.
He flew the suicidally dangerous Me 163 rocket plane, and tested the first British jets. WINGS
ON MY SLEEVE is 'Winkle' Brown's incredible story.
It was to be one of the most ambitious operations since 617 Squadron bounced their
revolutionary bombs into the dams of the Ruhr Valley in 1943... When Argentine forces
invaded the Falklands in the early hours of 2 April 1982, Britain's military chiefs were faced with
a real-life Mission Impossible.
From the television footage shown in all its stark reality and the daily coverage and subsequent
memoirs, the impression delivered from the air battles in the Falklands Conflict was that of
heroic Argentine pilots who relentlessly pressed home their attacks against the British. While,
by contrast, there is a counter-narrative that portrayed the Sea Harrier force as being utterly
dominant over its Argentine enemies. But what was the reality of the air war over the Falkland
Islands? While books on the air operations have published since that time, they have, in the
main, been personal accounts, re-told by those who were there, fighting at a tactical level, or
back in their nation’s capital running the strategic implications of the outcome. But a detailed
analysis of the operational level of the air war has not been undertaken – until now. At the
same time, some analysts have inferred that this Cold War sideshow offers little insight into
lessons for the operating environment of future conflicts. As the author demonstrates in this
book, there are lessons from 1982 that do have important and continued relevance today.
Using recently released primary source material, the author, a serving RAF officer who spent
two-and-a-half years in the Falklands as an air defence navigator, has taken an impartial look
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at the air campaign at the operational level. This has enabled him to develop a considered
view of what should have occurred, comparing it with what actually happened. In so doing,
John Shields has produced a comprehensive account of the air campaign that has demolished
many of the enduring myths. This is the story of not why, but how the air war was fought over
the skies of the South Atlantic.
Faced with an increasingly formidable anti-ship cruise missile threat from the Soviet Union in
the early days of the Cold War, and with the recent memory of the kamikaze threat from World
War II, the USN placed a great priority on developing air defence cruise missiles and getting
them to sea to protect the fleet. The first of these missiles were sizable, necessitating large
ships to carry them and their sensors, which resulted in the conversion of a mix of heavy and
light cruisers. These ships, tasked with protecting carrier groups and acting as flagships,
entered service from 1955 and served until 1980. The cruisers served in the front lines of the
Cold War and many saw combat service, engaging in surface actions from Vietnam to the
Persian Gulf. Complementing the conventionally-powered missile cruisers was a much smaller
number of expensive nuclear-powered cruisers, including the Long Beach, the USN's largestever missile cruiser. Until replaced by the Ticonderoga and Burke classes of Aegis ships, the
USN's 38 missile cruisers were the most capable and important surface combatants in the fleet
and served all over the globe during the Cold War. Using specially commissioned artwork and
meticulous research, this illustrated title explores the story of these cruisers in unparalleled
detail, revealing the history behind their development and employment.
From the acclaimed author of Conquistador comes this thrilling account of one of history’s
greatest adventures of discovery. With cinematic immediacy and meticulous attention to
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historical detail, here is the true story of a legendary sixteenth-century explorer and his deathdefying navigation of the Amazon—river of darkness, pathway to gold. In 1541, the brutal
conquistador Gonzalo Pizarro and his well-born lieutenant Francisco Orellana set off from
Quito in search of La Canela, South America’s rumored Land of Cinnamon, and the fabled El
Dorado, “the golden man.” Driving an enormous retinue of mercenaries, enslaved natives,
horses, hunting dogs, and other animals across the Andes, they watched their proud
expedition begin to disintegrate even before they descended into the nightmarish jungle,
following the course of a powerful river. Soon hopelessly lost in the swampy labyrinth, their
numbers diminishing daily through disease, starvation, and Indian attacks, Pizarro and
Orellana made a fateful decision to separate. While Pizarro eventually returned home barefoot
and in rags, Orellana and fifty-seven men, in a few fragile craft, continued downriver into the
unknown reaches of the mighty Amazon, serenaded by native war drums and the eerie cries of
exotic predators. Theirs would be the greater glory. Interweaving eyewitness accounts of the
quest with newly uncovered details, Buddy Levy reconstructs the seminal journey that has
electrified adventurers ever since, as Orellana became the first European to navigate and
explore the entire length of the world’s largest river. Levy gives a long-overdue account of the
native populations—some peaceful and welcoming, offering sustenance and life-saving
guidance, others ferociously hostile, subjecting the invaders to gauntlets of unremitting attack
and intimations of terrifying rituals. And here is the Amazon itself, a powerful presence whose
every twist and turn held the promise of new wonders both natural and man-made, as well as
the ever-present risk of death—a river that would hold Orellana in its irresistible embrace to the
end of his life. Overflowing with violence and beauty, nobility and tragedy, River of Darkness is
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both riveting history and a breathtaking adventure that will sweep readers along on an epic
voyage unlike any other.
The TSR2 is one of the greatest 'what-if' aircraft of the Cold War, whose cancellation still
generates anger and controversy among aviation fans. It was a magnificent, cutting-edge
aircraft, one of the most striking of the Cold War, but fell victim to cost overruns, overambitious
requirements, and politics. Its scrapping marked the point when Britain's aerospace industry
could no longer build world-class aircraft independently. After the demise of TSR2 the RAF's
future jets would be modified US aircraft like the Phantom and pan-European collaborations
like Tornado and Typhoon. In this book the eminent air power analyst and ex-Vulcan bomber
pilot Andrew Brookes takes a fresh, hard-headed look at the TSR2 project, telling the story of
its development, short career and cancellation, and evaluating how it would have performed in
Cold War strike roles as well as in the recent wars in the Middle East.
1961. A squadron of Vulcan aircraft, Britain's most lethal nuclear bomber, flies towards the east
coast of the United States. Highly manoeuvrable, the great delta-winged machines are also
equipped with state of the art electronic warfare devices that jam American radar systems.
Evading the fighters scrambled to intercept them, the British aircraft target Washington and
New York, reducing them to smoking ruins. They would have done, at least, if this were not an
exercise. This extraordinary raid (which actually took place) opens James Hamilton-Paterson's
remarkable novel about the lives of British pilots at the height of the Cold War, when aircrew
had to be on call 24 hours a day to fly their nuclear-armed V-bombers to the Western USSR
and devastate the lives of millions. This is the story of Squadron-Leader Amos McKenna, a
Vulcan pilot who is suffering from desires and frustrations that are tearing his marriage apart
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and making him question his ultimate loyalties. Relations with the American cousins are tense;
the future of the RAF bomber fleet is in doubt. And there is a spy at RAF Wearsby, who is
selling secrets to his Russian handlers in seedy East Anglian cafes. A macabre Christmas
banquet at which aircrew under intolerable pressures go crazy, with tragic consequences, and
a dramatic and disastrous encounter with the Americans in the Libyan desert, are among the
high points of a novel that surely conveys the beauty and danger of flying better than any other
in recent English literature.

This Royal Air Force history examines a revolutionary Cold War era aircraft with
firsthand accounts from veterans who flew them all over the world. The Gloster Javelin,
an all-weather interceptor aircraft, was the UK’s first line of air defense in the 1950s
and 1960s, both at home and in Royal Air Force Germany. With an unorthodox
aerodynamic design, the Javelin had major production issues early on—including a
tendency for engines to self-destruct under certain conditions. But the revolutionary
aircraft still receives much affection from its former crew. Some of their most thrilling,
fascinating and colorful stories are collected here in terrific detail. Starting from the first
deliveries of Javelins in 1956 until the final withdrawal from RAF squadron use in 1968,
Javelin Boys describes adventures all over the world—from Cyprus to Singapore during
the Indonesian Confrontation and Zambia during the Rhodesian declaration of UDI.
Alongside their anecdotes is a detailed history of this unusual aircraft, accompanied by
photography never seen before in print.
Exciting, first-hand accounts from Lightning aircrews—the sequel to the bestselling book
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from the author of the Hunter Boys and Phantom Boys volumes. Lightning Boys 2 is a
must-have companion to the first collection and continues the theme of tales from pilots
and other crew connected with this iconic aircraft, giving a rare insight into postwar
fighter operations. In 20 separate stories to intrigue, amaze, and amuse, the book has
also been compiled and written by Richard Pike. The reader is taken to situations as
diverse as intercepting 60-plus enemy aircraft, a desperate struggle in a cockpit flooded
by tropical downpours, the difficulties of being affected by sudden and painful toothache
at high altitude, and the curious encounter with an unidentified flying object. Yet another
chapter paints a dramatic reconstruction of a scene in Germany when a Lightning,
having entered an inadvertent, out-of-control spin, began an earthwards plunge towards
a town center.
Describes the design, development, and operation of the Vulcan jet bomber.
The best of the three RAF jet bombers in the early years of the Cold War (1946-1991),
the Vulcan was designed as the Avro 698, and possessed fighter-like maneuverability
at low level despite its size. First flown in August 1952, the Vulcan entered service in
February 1957. Most were equipped to carry the Blue Steel stand-off missile, but in
1966 around 50 Vulcans were redeployed in a tactical low-level bombing role. Three
flew during the Falklands War, and the last Vulcans in service were used as aerial
tankers until April 1984. This book examines the design of the Vulcan, looking at the
improvements made to its engine and its evolving combat role. The illustrations include
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many in-flight photographs and detailed color profiles.
Following on from the success of Victor Boys and Vulcan Boys, Tony Blackman, in
collaboration with Anthony Wright, brings you Valiant Boys to complete the V Force set.
This is a fascinating collection of personal accounts of operating BritainÕs first V
bomber by aircrew and ground crew. The book tells the story from the aircraftÕs birth
taking off from VickersÕ tiny airfield at Wisley near Brooklands to its premature death
from fatigue. There are tales of testing atom bombs in the Australian desert, dropping
hydrogen bombs in the middle of the Pacific and, as a complete contrast, attacking
airfields with conventional bombs in Egypt during the very brief and abortive Suez
campaign. We are reminded of how the Valiant provided the UKÕs first nuclear
deterrent by always having some armed aircraft on stand-by twenty-four hours a day,
supported by their air and ground crews, ready to be flown at a momentÕs notice on a
one-way trip to launch an atomic war. Some Valiants were given a photographic role
providing accurate images from high altitude and were used not only to gather military
intelligence but also to survey the UK and countries overseas. Others were developed
into flight refueling tankers breaking point to point records before enabling BritainÕs
fighter aircraft to be refueled and fly anywhere in the world. This book completes Tony
BlackmanÕs trilogy of the three V bombers. As Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir
Michael Beetham makes it clear in his foreword: ÔIt is good to have a book written by
aircrew and ground crew telling their stories and how they operated the aircraft so that
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all these things are recorded and not forgotten.Õ Not as well known as the Vulcan and
Victor, the Valiant is often overlooked; this book will go a long way to redress the
balance.
An incredible insight into life during the cold war told through the eyes of a navigator
who flew in this iconic US jet. Many of the pictures are unique, captured from the
cockpit, showing the Phantom in action.
The V Force consisted of three four-jet bombers, the Valiant, the Vulcan and the Victor,
all required as part of the nuclear deterrent in the Cold War following the end of the
Second World War. The Valiant was less aerodynamically advanced than the other two
and went into service in 1955. The Vulcan entered service in 1956 and the Victor a year
later. The Valiant finished operating in 1965 and the Vulcan in 1984. The later Victors
were converted into refueling tankers and carried on until 1993. V Force Boys contains
a fascinating collection of previously unpublished stories by V Force ground and aircrew
for all three V bombers. Among other highlights, the book includes a firsthand account
of dropping the last UK H Bomb, a description of how all the aircraft navigated before
the days of GPS, the training the crews received and an armorer's account of how the
nuclear weapons were moved with complete safety but not in the regimented way that
might be expected. In addition there are chapters which tell of incidents that would not
be found in the RAF historical annals but show how the vigilant guarding of the UK had
its lighter moments. A must for all Vulcan, Victor and Valiant enthusiasts.
Page 21/27

Read Free Vulcan Boys From The Cold War To The Falklands True Tales Of
The Iconic Delta V Bomber
Originally intended as a trainer, the Anglo-French Sepecat jet, equipped with the very
latest in weapon-aiming and navigational equipment, eventually became the backbone
of the RAF's tactical strike-attack and recce forces for a decade from the mid-1970s. In
these pages, the Jaguar Boys - pilots, engineer and ground crew - tell of the aircraft's
drawbacks and joys, their sadness at losses, and their pleasure at its development into
a readily deployable and outstandingly capable fighter-bomber for the post-Cold War
era. Then came the Gulf War which signaled the start of a hectic sequence of
operational adventures and upgrades for the 'Boys' and seasoned veterans tell of
action over Iraq and in the Balkans. One of the best-loved of RAF types, the Jaguar
commanded a fierce loyalty and affection which shines through in these accounts of an
aircraft that will live forever in the memory.
At the dawn of the supersonic jet age, aircraft designers were forced to devise radical
new planforms that suited the new power of the jet engine. One of the most successful
was the delta wing. Although Gloster produced the delta wing Javelin, and Boulton Paul
–its P.111 research aircraft – Fairey and Avro were the champions of the delta in
Britain. Meanwhile in America, with the exception of Douglas's Navy jet fighter
programmes, Convair largely had the delta wing to itself. These development lines, one
on each side of the Atlantic, had essentially the same objective – to produce high-speed
fighter aircraft. In Britain, the Fairey Delta 2 went on to break the World Air Speed
Record in spectacular fashion, but it failed to win a production order. In contrast Convair
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received major orders for two jet fighter types and one jet bomber. At the same time,
the British Avro company built the 707 family of research aircraft, which led to the
famous Vulcan, to show how the delta wing could be adopted for a highly successful
subsonic bomber. This book examines the development of the delta wing in Britain and
America, and the way in which experimental aircraft like the Fairey Deltas proved their
potential and versatility. In Britain it covers the Fairey Delta 1 and Fairey Delta 2, the
proposed Fairey Delta Rocket Fighter and huge Delta 3 long range interceptor, and the
Avro 707. On the American side, it examines the Convair XF-92 and XF-92A, the
development of the Delta Dagger/Delta Dart family, and the Convair Sea Dart – the
world's only supersonic seaplane.

Just over a year ago, Captain James T. Kirk was lost to the Nexus while saving
the U.S.S. Enterprise 1701-B from destruction. Aboard the science ship Intrepid
II, Captain Spock, commanding some of his old crewmates, must face the loss of
his closest friend. But while still in mourning for one friend, he must come to the
aid of another. Decades ago, Spock had teamed up with David Rabin, the young
son of a Starfleet Captain, to fight an attempted coup on Vulcan that would have
turned the planet's people away from the path of logic. Now a Starfleet officer,
Captain David Rabin has been assigned to a harsh desert world much like
Vulcan, where the Federation is determined to protect the lives of the inhabitants.
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But Rabin's efforts are being sabotaged and he has asked for Spock's help
against the unknown forces that may well destroy the society he had come to
save. While reflecting on his youthful adventure with David Rabin, Spock joins
with Rabin to face and enemy out of their past and confront deadly Romulan
treachery. In the process Spock will decide if the path of his life now leads back
toward the family traditions he had once sought to escape.
The Cold War! Britain's V-Bombers poised to respond to any first strike by the
USSR! The most nerve-wracking time - the Cuban Missile Crisis when all
available V-Bombers were armed up with nuclear weapons, and maintained at 5
minutes readiness to scramble, despite the British Prime Minister's denial that
Britain had any involvement.The ground crews who waited underneath these
formidable aircraft, ready to launch them on their one-way mission now have
stories to tell. The same ground crews who maintained the aircraft, keeping them
ever ready to perform their lethal mission.We learn of a hush-hush visit to a
British V-Bomber base by a sitting U.S. President or about an unwilling stowaway
facing the prospect of a potentially fatal flight in a Vulcan, while another perfectly
willing stowaway ends up hundreds of miles from his home. Russian KGB
espionage and subversion are also revealed. The author and some of his
colleagues from that long ago era tell their stories that range from the frigid
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iciness of Goose Bay in northern Canada to the sun-drenched island of Malta,
but mostly take place on our own British V-bomber bases. Learn about some of
the behind-the-scenes activities that it took to service and maintain a Vulcan
bomber and some facts versus fiction concerning the Vulcan's brief role in the
James Bond film, Thunderball. Share the low point and heart-wrenching grief
when an entire aircrew is lost in a tragic accident, contrasted with the high jinks
during an overseas detachment. All this and much, much more. This book is a
must read for V-Bomber veterans or anyone with an interest in the magnificent
Avro Vulcan.
Captain Spock has left Starfleet to become Ambassador Spock and has been
bonded in a Vulcan engagement ceremony to his former protege, the beautiful
Commander Saavik. Spock is on a minor diplomatic mission when a call from an
old enemy, now a friend, sends him off on a dangerous mission to the planet
Romulus, peopled by a volatile and emotional offshoot of his own stoic Vulcan
race. Romulan society is facing collapse unless Spock and Saavik can put aside
their powerful Vulcan Pon Farr mating drives for long enough to warn the
Klingons of a dastardly attack on the outpost at Narrendra III. Meanwhile, Captain
Jean-Luc Picard, in command of the USS Stargazer, is sent to infiltrate Romulan
territory and recover Spock and Saavik. But is Picard's real task to aid them or to
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stop them completing their mission, which has put the peace of the galaxy at
risk?
This photographic record of the RAF during the 1950s looks set to appear widely.
Featuring varied and dynamic visual representation throughout, the events of this
important decade are enlivened to great effect. ??The 1950s was a pivotal
decade in aviation for many reasons. The RAF were employed in a great number
of post-WWII roles, and the beginning of the Cold War saw many advances in the
field of developmental aviation. The early years of the decade saw the
Coronation of HRH Queen Elizabeth II take place, and a variety of photographs
taken at the Queen's Review flypast at RAF Oldham on the 15 July 1953 are
arrayed here. Meteors, Sabres, Chipmunks, Canberras, Vulcans... the list goes
on. A wide selection of action shots illustrate the impressive aesthetics of some
of these aircraft in formation. ??Shots of aircraft utilised during the course of the
Cold War also feature, as do highly intriguing photographs of the Thor
Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles, stored on Bomber Command bases
towards the end of the decade. Each chapter focusses on a specific year,
relaying all the most fascinating highlights. This is a colourful, insightful and
image-packed history, told with narrative flair and a clear passion for the subject
matter at hand.
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The Falklands War is a story of occupation, fierce air battles, heavy naval losses
and bitter encounters between ground forces amidst an inhospitable terrain and
unforgiving climate. With complex political machinations and nationalist sentiment
at the centre of the conflict, even today the sovereignty of the islands is hotly
contested in political circles.For the first time, renowned military historian Gregory
Fremont-Barnes has compiled a definitive A–Z guide to the British involvement in
the Falklands conflict, including personalities, weapons, battles, ships, places
and much more. This accessible yet comprehensive companion to the Falklands
War will be a welcome addition to any enthusiast’s shelves.
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